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Edward Lewis

"Work, work and warkl” This was the eminent Swiss archi-
tect’s response when asked how to get to where he is
today. Whilst hard work is an obvious ingredient, it takes a
great deal of talent and determinabion 1o light up the world
of architecture and achieve what he has during his caraer
Born in Mendnsaig, Swikzedand, in 1843 Bolta has warked
worldwide, created inspiring examples of modem architec
ture and received numerous awards. The Bibliotheca Alex-
andrina, in collaboration with the Internaticnal Frends
Associations of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, organized a
lecture entitled "REecent Projects”, on 13 February 2006
and was a chance for students, professionals and inter
ested members of the public to attend a lecture given by
one the world’s leading architects,

Botta has not just contnbuted with his designs; he has
been one of the leading figures in promoting the role of the
environment and surroundings when designing a building:

"Each work of archifecture has ils own ‘emaronment’,
which, for the sake of convenience, may be defined as ifs
territory. Between archifecture and termifory a consfant
mutual dependency is established right from the earliest
stages of design. The first thing o be done when creating
a piece of architecture is to gel o know its ferrfory.”

Academics from all over the Mediterranean converged on the Bibliotheca Alexandrina for
the philosophical conference entited “Philosophy in Hellenistic Alexandria.” Such a
diverse and unfathomable subject is hard to present over two days yet the conference
managed o cover numerous tapics allowing the audience to leam about Alexandria’s

strong philosophical history and its far reaching effects.

Alexander the Great's education and background ensured the city of Alexandria was
founded with philosophy as one of is core values., The Library of Alexandna and the
Museion encouraged this fradition o flourish and Alexandria’s neo-Flatonic and Gnostic
schools later heavily influenced significant movements such the Eenaissance and Enlight-

anmeant of Europea.

In his opening speech Or Mohamed Awad, Director of the Alex-Med Ressarch Center,
highlighted the rale of philesophy today and stressed the importance and need "for reason,
moderation, folerance and dialogue between civilizations in these froubled fimes confront-
ing auwr pragent world. Philosophical dialogue is, and will, remain the course fo conscious-
ness, enlightenment and reason for a more civilized and peaceful future of our planat.®
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#  Mario Botta’s visit

to the Bibliotheca

Due o this interpretation Boita has often baen linkad with the talian Meo-Ratio-
nalist movemeant, the Tendenza, whose philosophies address the issue of recon-
ciling traditional architectural symbaolism with modern idealogy.

Although his early career saw him work almost exclusively in Ticano, the ltalian
canton of Switzerland, Botta has worked extensively in Europe, Asia and
America and created such impressive buildings as the Theatre alla Scala in
Milan, the Museum of Madem Ar in BEome, Kyobo Towesrs in Korea and the TCS
Offices in Mew Delhi, all of which were displayed and commented on during the
lecture. In addition to his practical work Botta teaches worldwide giving lectures,
saminars and courses in architectural schools including the Architecture
Academy Ticing in Mendnsio, which he founded in 199G,

Faor more information:
www.botta.ch
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The Catalan Library

CELEBRATES HER 100 YEARS AT THE BIBLIG

Ramez Farag

On the 10th and 11th of December 2005, the Bibbotheca Alexandring
walcormad a delegation of the municipality of Olot on the occasion of the
100th arnmivarsary of the Mara Vayreda Library, established by the
Mayar of Clot in 1805, The objective of the visit was to make a donation
of books and documents to the Bibliotheca in celebration of the
accasion. The donation was supported by the padiament of Catalonia
and the cultural department of Catalonia®s govermment.

O the rmargin of the book donation was a cultural event crganized by
thie Institut Ramon Liull and Institut Europeu de la Mediterrania (IEmsd)
in collaboration with Alex-led.

Thee cultural event started on the 10t of December with a oundiEble on
“Diglegue betwasn Cultwres in the Mediterranean Area”. Invited to the
discussion were Dr. Sayad Yassin, first director of Al Abram Center for
sfrategic studies and author of, among other books, Al-hiwar al-hadari fi
asr alewlama (Dialegue of Civilizations in thae Age of Globalisation,
2002). Dr. Victor Palleja, researcher in hisfory of meligions at the
Sorbonne Univarsity and lecturer at the Alicante University attended as
did Dr. Ahmad Maorsi, profassor of Egyplian & Arabic folk fraditions at
tha Faculty of Arfs, Cairo University and advisar to thea Ministny of
Culure. Dr. Josap Giralt, tha specialized histonan of Islarmic archasol-
agy in Calalonia and directar of culbural activities of IEmed was also
presant.
N
MMM
T
LGRS
RATBRTRTTLALREER OO

The reundtable discussed the shared cultural faciors among Mediterra-
nean countries and the cultural, inguistic and religious pluralism that
exists in this area. ltraised the question of the chances to develop a real
dialegue between cultures in the Mediterranean in the present context,
bearing in mind the kong common historical espeniences.

The second mounctable, “The Euro-Mediterranean  Parnership:
klid-term perspectives”, was an assessment of the main results of the
Euwre-Mediterranean Summit (Barcelona + 10) that took place in Barce-
lona . Special emphasis was made on the issues that Catalonia and
Egvpt f2lt were crucial to their imterests and expectations within the
Summit. Also, some of the results of the Barcelona + 10 Survey, con-
ducted by IEmed, were presented in the library to an audience for the
first time.

The roundiable discussants were Dr. Mohamed Awad (director of the
Alexandria and Mediterranean Research Centre of the Biblictheca Alex-
andrina and head of the Egyptian national network for the Anna Lindh
Eure-Mediterranean Foundation) and Dr. Gemma Aubarell (researcher
of political sciences, direcior of programs at the 1IEmed and coordinator
of Afkarfldeas Joumal and Anuan de la Meditermania - Mediterranean

vearbook),

In the evening, a postry reading entited Half-moon: Invocating the
Arabic world and poetry in modern Catalan verse gathered three
Catalan poets who read their writings, inspired by the Arabic tradition of
Iyrical postry:

Jaume Ponl, poet and Ierary critic, author of many poetry volumes, such as Vol de
cendres (1887 and Liibre de la frontera (2001},

Josep Piera, poel, novelist and narrator, Author of Diclats d'amors (Full pogtry ool-
lection 1971-1981), En el nom de la mar {1999) and Cants | encants (2004). Also
author of El jardi Nurnya (2000), devoled to the memory of the Arab poets from Anda-
lesia.

Manuel Forcano, poet and translator of lbn Battuta's book of ravels (Els Vialges,
2008}, author of: Com wn persa (2001) and El ren de bagdad (2003).

The mext day, Salurday 111h of December, the Catalan delegation led by H. E. Ms.
Caterina Mieras, Minister of Cullure of the Catalan Government, donated a series of
150 books on Catalan history and cullure B the Bibholheca Alexandrina inan afficial
CETEIMOMm,.

The Catalan delegation was formed by representatives of the Catalan minsty of
cullure, the Catalan pariament, Ofol cily hall, Instiut Ramon Llull and Institut
Europeu de la Medilerania.

The donation comprised basic volomes on Catalan cullure, including dictionaries,
general and thematic encyclopedias, historical essays on Calalan culture, literary
work of Catalan classic authors, franslated books of Arab authors as well 25 Catalan
music COs.

IEMed.

Institut Europeu de la Mediterrania

BIBLIOTHECA ALEXANDRIMA

LEX 4
BIBLIOTHEC A aLBEXARNMDRIMA

l l t L institut 1 | I]‘ Generalitat
ramon Lull \

/ de Catalunya
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& world Bank

Conference on Alexandria’s Development

Following the announcement in December of Alex-Med's partnership with the Alexan
drina Governorate (ADA), another important step was taken with the Alexandria ity
Development Strategy: Creating Tools for Local Economic Development' conferance
held in the BAin March 2006, The event was initiated by the Alexandria Govemorate
in collaboration with the Ministry of Housing, Wtlities and Urban Communities amd
Ministry of International Cooperation and included a number of important debates, dis
CUsSions, presentatons and case studies regarding city development, Also present
were members of the Word Bank who have heavily invested and begun to implement
the Alexandria Growth Pole Project.

Among the presentations given in the ‘Cluster Development: Channeling the Alexan
dria Competitive Potential workshop was the presentation given by Dr Mohamed
Mwad (Director of Alex-Med) entitted "Cluster Development: Toursm and Heritage',
The presentation focused on Alex-Med's commitment 1o heritage within a develop
ment framework and three examples of propesed development projects regarding the
regeneration of Alexandna were cutlined

+ Easlem Harbor Development.

Thi Eastern Harbor has a rich concentration of archeo-
fogical remains, including the royal palaces of Cleopa-
ra and e Pharos of Alexandri@, Theough e
construction of an undersater archecslogical museum il
im hoped W0 nol ondy W0 allow wisilors 10 see these
sunken ruing, bul o ensune these remnants of Alexan-
drig's past are nol losl Torever or destroyed by addi-
tional development. & museum dedicated to the Pharos
and an casbward extension al the library are also
proposed as well as vanous leiswre faclities, such as
hiodels and parks.

Alexandriag

L

¢ Horreya Avenue

Horreya Avenue was formerdy the Canopic Way and
formed the most important thoroughfane n ancient
Alexandria. Many of the old and importamnt buildings of
the cosmopolitan era are located on, or amund this
area and the renovation and necording work canied ouwl
Dy Alex-Med was highlghted (ncbuding e “"Moroni
Project) as were fulure projects. The library's acquisi-
lion of the Villa Antcniadis and the proposed design
and plans for its comearsion in bo a Mediterranean
resoarch center were displayed.
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= City Tour Maps

Public swareness of Alezandra's andangered buildings is a8 priorty and this,
combinad with tourism, promptad Alec-Mad to craste a sedes of city tour maps. Tha
collection of sevan maps, @ach with its cwn theme (Ottoman tomm, city center, arche-
ology, architectura, easi of the city, wast of the city and a one day tour), guidas the
wisitor araund parts af the city that are usuvally overdooked, thus giving a greater piciure
of tha city and its history,

The conferences: provided an excellent apporfunity for debate and exchangs amongst
mambers of both tha private and public sectors concerning tha deavelopmeant and
raganaration of Alazandra, sormeathing Alex-Med will be at the center of

alexr. med(Dbdbaler. org

again in Alexandria

During the recent visit to the Bibliotheca Alexandrina {BA) by the
President of Greece, HE Karclos Papoulias, a probocol agreamant
was signed by Dr. Ismail Serageldin, Director of the BA, and Mr
Antonis Papadimitnou, President of the Alexander 3. Onassis
Fublic Bensfit Foundation.

The Onassis Foundation will contribute to the renovation of the
Villa antoniadis in Mouzha, as well as the establishment of a Halle-
ristic research unit within the Alexandrna and Medierranean
Research Center (Alex-Med) under the direction Dr. Mohamed
HAwad, for the study of Hellenistic art, culture, literature, philosophy,
history and civilization.

The collaboration between Greece and Egypt will revive the histari-
cal role of Alexandria as a meeting point of cultures and a space for
pluralism, diversity and tolerance. In his address WBr. Antonis
Papadimitriou said “the Villa Antoniadis is international, it is Greek
and Egyptian® thus reflecting the very history of Alexandria

’l . The signing af the
,  agresment
betenen Cr

lsmail Feragaidin
Diractor of tha
Bibliotheca Alex-
andring, and
Antans Papadimi-
triow, Presdamn] of
the Alexander S
Onassis Public
Bt Fourdatan

Dr. lzmail Serageldin and
Antonis Papadimitriou

- a wege  Or Maohamad Awad, Mrs. Patralia
i . _ Gre=k Ministe=r of Tourism, the
L | LB President of Greacs,
I""'I_ * . HE Kamios Papoulas and
I i Drlsmail Sarageldin
- A A
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The Rebirth of the
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

Ever since the apostie St Mark amived in Alexandria
in AD 43 bearing the gospel of Chrisl, Alexandia has
been at the center Middle Eastern Orthodogy. This
posilion was refleraled by the completion of the reno-
vation of the Gresk Orthodox Patnarchate of Alexan-
dria. The mewly restored and sesually  stunming
complex lies directly behind the Evangelismes Church
and shares a great deal wilh its sister building. Both
buildings were foundad on the same date, both are
Built on land donated by Mikhail Tozitsas and both
were restored and inaugurated on 2nd April 2006,
The Patiarchate was odginally wsed as the Gresk
Community School forming cne of the core Greek
institulions of the city and was financed by Mikhail
Tozitsas.

E The Patnarchate = the Tozitsas Schoal

The schoaol oparatad for 114 years bafore dasing in
1968 and housing the Greek Orthodox Patnarchate of
Alezcandnia and all of Africa. As with tha Evangelismaos
Church, the building has witnessed gradual deteriora-
fion and was in nead of assential repair and restors-
fion. Cversesing the task was Dr Mohamed Awad,
director of Awad Enterprizes and himself descanded
from a Graex family (& small chapsl in the center of
fhe courtyard was constructed and dedicated to his
Greek grandmother's memory). The large cream
columins, open courlyard, waler Teatures and slatue of
Tozitsas create an air of tranguility and peace despite
being in the cantar of ane of Alexandria®s busiast dis-
iricts. The bullding boasts a number of facilities includ-
ing offices, a throne hall, chapel, maeting rooms,
dining halls, a kitchen and suites for visting dwgnitar-
s, Many of these rooms contain stiking cons of
bitzlical figures, intricate tapestries and vanous reli-
gious antiques raminding the visitor of Egypf's incrad-
ibly rich Christian history. Perhaps the most
impressive element will be the Pairiarchate Library,
cumently under construction. The library will be
spaced over by floors and not only accommodate the
large numier of books of the Patrianchate bul will also
host & musaum on rare maps and documsants as well
A5 vanous reading rooms.

The wvaluoe of the building regarding Alexandia’s
histary has been further enhanced with the surprise
discovery of a large cistern complex located diractly
benaath the Patriarchate. |t was whilst making a bed
for a Iift shaft that builders broke through info an
expansive undergrownd water system. The cistern,
thaught o ba from the Roman Period, was filled with
sand and ook six months of excavaton befors 1S
beauty was fully revealed. Stairs leading to a jagged
hale in the present day floor enable visitors to walk
around the imprassiva high arches and cold grey
columinsg. O, awad and his team plan 1o turn his foru-
itows find inta a museum for the Patnarchate and
wicild prove 3 stunning addition to what is already one
of Alexandria’s core institutions.

Alsxandna's Greek community celebrated another
histarical event as they gathered for the inawguration
and 150 year anniversary of the Evangelismos
Church of Alexandria.

Originally bullt In 1828, this majestic church cel-
ebrates the announcing of the incamation, made by
angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary {Annunciation) and
balongs fo the Greek community of Alexandria, Alex-
andrig’s minetesnth cenlury Greex communily was
alreadhy well established due o its strong history, tredi-
tion and the influence of the Kavala born Mohamed
Al whase pro-Grask semtimants led him o encour-
age Greeks 1o sellle in Egypl. IL boasted a community
school and hospital but lacked a central church for
common worship. A new church was proposed by the
community but in order far it fo becoms a reality the
then president of the Greek communily, Mikhad
Tozitsas, had to rely on privete and public donstions
as well as official permission. .

Mahamed AR sant & letter with & firman approving the
church's consbruction and asked lor “a chwrch as
grawd in order fat | mypself will be filfed with joy when
ook upon it." The final step was taken when Tozitsas
gawe the land that, at that tima, was &t the edge of the
city and on 15t Seplemiber 1847 the firsl loundation
stome was laid signaling the beginning of construction
that was to last almast ten years. The church's original
architect was Ermatas Pierotis and it displays saveral
fine frescoes designed by Malsakis and icons by
El-Greco when he was still signing his work as The-
socopoulos,  The stained glass windows  were
braught from Venice and tha clock was designed and
construcled by Dent of London (also responsible for
the famous clock of Big Ban) making it not just & places
Tor warship but & beawtiful feat of architecturs

The impressive fagade of the Greek Orodox Patiarchate of Alxandria and Africa afier the renovabon

Curing it 150 year history the building has been
axposed to weathering and everyday use causing
slruciural damage. Restoration was essential and in
August 2002 the late Patriarch of Alexandna and
Alnca, Petros W, implemented a program Tor the
church’s restoration. Backed by large donations
frory the: Onassis Foundation, the resloralion was
realizad and complated on 2nd April 2008 undsar the
archileciural guidance of George Tsoulsouras and
Panaictis Panagiotopoulos. The Foundation, which
regudardy makes bequests o scentists, arlists and
writers, funded a complete overhaul of the hasilica
o remedy damage ncurred al a cost of 800,000
thus making it & focal point for Alexandrian Gresks
amce more. Atlending the opaning was the head of
the Onassis Foundation, Anthony Papadimitriou
[originally from Alexandria), Theodore 1| [Patrianch
of Alexandria and Africa), the Archbishop of
Jimbakwenz, His all Holymess Bartholomy and vanous
qovernment officials from Greece, Egypt, South
Alfrica and olhver African nations including the Prasi-
dent of Greece, HE Karolos Papoulias and the
Governor of Alexandna, HE General Mohamed
Abdal Salam Mahgoub

Li#

eweue, (icfaler. ovg



May-July 2006

page 6

« Le souffle de pPlaton et le corps d’Aphrodite »
Sur les traces d’Hypatie

Carole Escoffey

Parmi fous les noms qu'évogque la ville mythigue
fondée par Aexandre ke Grand en 331 avl.-C.,
parmi  Lous ceux gui omt conbribué A faire
d'Adexandrie un grand centre de rayonnement hellé-
nistique, il ¥ & un nom de femme qui n'a cesss de
fasciner écrivains, poéles el historiens. Nommes
diversement « héroine paienne », « martyre », et
smythe ittéraire », au encore « premiére femme uni-
versilame de & lradilion occidenlales, au il des
sitscles Hypalie (v.a55.415 ap.J.-C.) esl devenue une
icdne pohvvalents, O, dol cette fascination 7
Pourguoi celle femme du monds antique a-l-elle
symbolisé, el symbolise-d-glle Woupurs, des iddas
aussi diverses 7 Zans prétendre répondre en
quelques lignes, l'on peul néanmoins  relracer
certaing Sldments qui onl contribud 4 la légende
attaches au nom de cette éminents Alexandrine,

Axbolsbe persan, 1722
Bntmh Mu=sum, Lo

Mais toul d'abord, qui &ait Hypatie 7 Aucun de 325

dorits m'a sunsdcu. Toubelos, quelques documents
pracieus nous sont parvenus pamil lesquels les
lelires de son éldve Synésios de Cyréne [v.370-
v.A413) : des leltres qui bemosgnent du grand astime
1 du dévousment gu'sprouvait I'&léve pour son pro-
fesseur.

Dans une autre source importante, MHisioire ecclés)-
asligue de lhistorien Socrate e Scholastigue
(v.3B0—450), 'on rouve le portrait suivant :

.I:'Irll ¥ gvagrg,ﬂ&rgxanq'neﬂ;f a‘%u?';léme nommes
tie, flosophe o, g 8 s
I:H'Eﬁr:ﬂmené ZER émes qu'ells & d'evargné tous
les philosophes de son époque. Elle a entre-
pris Pélude de la Emsé& e Platon telle que
comprise par Flatin, et elle powvait expliguer
& nimporte qui vowatt Fentendre foute ia
soignce de la phitosophie. Caux qgui voulsient
apprendre I philosophie  accouwraient de
partout dans fe monde. [...J Efife néprouvait
aucne saventurer gu  milisy
dhommes © & cause de 58 verfy sxfraondi-
Eﬂ're fows Fadmiralient et Festimaient encore
5. ®

Hrygales of Ascancna, pewr babnys Vickgal D Winen

L'on discerne un echo de ce porbrait dans les parales
du poéte Alexandrin, Palladas. Lul auss| fut son éléve,
el chanta se3 éloges dans cette Spigramme :

fe, & grance dame, adeple o Sawoir
B haut, en ces momeants o ta vk grave ef claie
Nows démaontre las cieuy ef laur divin mowvair,
Jonidimanveilie, & werme sage, & i orods wair
Erilfer au fond des muls Naulre Vierge, slellaire.

Mous savans donc qu'Hypate ful 1a hlle de Théon
d'‘Alexandrie — un mathématicien, géométre, philo-
sophe, astronomsa &t membre eminant du Musae
d'Alexandrie, e Mousaitn. Trés vite, 2o0us le tulorat de
s0n pere a jeuns fille montra un vif intérét pour toute
forme de connaissance, et bientds elle e surpassa at
dewint a son tour enssignants.

Elle pubdia un commentaire des Arthmetigues de Dio-
nte, une édition des Tableaux asironomiguaes de
olémée, el un commentaire sur les  Sections
conigues d'Apollonius e Perge. Ses fravaux en
matheématiques saront, de nombreux sigcles plus
tard, repris et développés par Descarles, Newton et
Leibniz. Selon Synesios Cyréne, Hypatie ensei-
gnait non seulement |la philosophie, 'astronomie, |2
geomietrie, el les mathématiques y comprs la
MuUSgue — consdérée alors par les Grecs comme de
la matheématique appliquée — mais aussi la science
experimantale, C'est ainsi, par a::amrgla, qu'a la
demande de Syndsios,  Hypale brigua wn
hydrométre, et qu'elle laida a faire construire un
asfrolabe, Cartains histonens vont jusqu'a affirmer
quie G fut elle MNinventrics de ces deux inslruments, en
dépit de l'absence de preuves conclusives_ Il @st fort
probable, cependant, qu'elle contribuz au développe-
ment de l'astrolabe.

Les gléves d'Hypatie furent issus da familles #éminen-
tes dea tous les coins da l'empira | d'Egypte, de Syria,
de Cﬂr’iﬂﬂﬁhﬂmlﬁ el ailleurs. Mombra dentre aux
DCcupérent plus tard de fautes fonctions dans ke %g;
vernement ou I'Eglise. D'ailleurs il est 4 noter que, bi

- EE
Hiypaliiz it Ovezibis. Liness dhirss llucabralion s par R T poar L wission aleemirsds dh roman e Chares Kingakey, Hypavs (1853)
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que paignng, nombreux da ces alévas furant chiré-
s, Synesos ui-méme Tul nomms éwboue da
Plolémais. ODulre Finfluence qu®Hypatie avail sur ses
anciens éléves artis & fravers l'empire, elle
axeras aussi un rile non negligaabla aupras du
pouvair pusqu'a cetle apogua, les hommas du
pouvair avaien souvent recours aux conseils des
philosophes renommeés. De surcroil, son weeu de
chasteté et sa modestie, contribuérant &galement &
faire d'elle un modéle de comportement qui 5 ajouta
a la renommés ntellectiualle de la philosophs.

Hypalie wécul & une &pogue ol les lensions pob-
ues et religisuses secouaient 'Empire romain : en
391 le tem de Sérapis & Alexandne fut pille =t
datruit. En 412 |a situafion s'aggrava dans la cita,
attisda par un forl sentimem anti-romain et ant-
adien. Cest alors que son Influence EI..IF!"ES des
ommeas du pouvoir, e fut pas sans attirer des
soupgons, Redoutée par certains pour son soutien
du préfat raomain da la ville, Oresta, contra las
annemis de celui-ci, la philosophe serait devenus
elle-méme l'objet de difamations. Ses détractewrs
auraient fait courir la rumeur gu'elle était une
sarciare, exploitant la crédulité populaire qui distin-
guait alors peu entre asfronomia, mathamatiques at
philosophie dune part, et astrologie, sorcellene af
[‘I‘IEq;iB di aubre. '|_Br'| L ks sources hislongques
varient sur les détails précis de sa mort, |3 plupart
s'accordent sur le fait gu'un jour en 415, Hypatie fut
attrapée par uns fouls violanta, trainga dans las ruas
de la ville et brutalement assassinée, écarchee vive
par des coquilles de mer, ou par des luiles selon la
WErSIon.

Il est cureux da nober qua la Bgende qui se tssara
autour d'Hypatie au Nl des siécles n'esl pas sans
rappelar le mythe qui recouvre la vie d'une aulre
Alexandnne dont & destin fut -E-':ICI:EFI'III:!II'II'IEI - fuatre
cents ans auparavant, la reine Lagde — Cleopdire
VIl — dewint, alle, da son propre vivant la sujat da
mulliples légendes. Symbale de cormuplion o de
décadence, parfois vilipendéde par podtes el hislo-
riens, Cléopdtre devint lobjet de multiples fan-
tasmes. S8 wvie et 53 mort ont inspire peintres,
dramaturges et cindastas, si bien qu’aujourd'hui Fon
distingue difficilement la réalité du mythe. De mSmse,
la wie el la morl &'Hy patie avaient Lous les ingrédients

our faire delle une figure de légende. Et peut-8ire
eur condition de femme dans un monds antiqus
doming par 'homme, a--elle contribué quelque peu
a la fascination gque cas deux Alexandrinas exer-
cérent sur des généralions d'artistes el &crivains ?
Toujours est-il qu'Hypatie devint & son tour une
icine palyvalente, le symbale de multiples causss -
san chansme et son intellect d'une part, sa beauta,
£a chastatd et son assassinat brutal de Mauira, furent
Source de mamtes inspiralions.

Hypatie fut trés appréciss au siede des Lumigres ol
alla symbolisa surtout la causes rationaliste confra la
fanatisme e lintolérance religisux. Le libre-pensaur
irtandais John Toland écrivit eén 1720 wun essal histo-
rigque sur Hypatie. Personmage Lés conirowenss,
suscitant de nombreuses palémiques, Toland fut un
défenseur ardu de la libefé despression et un
critique des refigions instiuées. Il est donc aisé de
comprendre pourquod le destin d'Hypatie symbolisa
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pour lui les excas de I'mickErance religisuss. De
midrme Voltaire, un an apres la publication de son
Traité swr la foldrance (1783), lui consacra un ariche
dans son Dictionnaire phllosophigue (1764} ol Il fait
l'analogie enlre le sorl d'Hypalie el les excés de
l'intolérance de son époque. A son tour, I'historien
anglais Edward Gibbon, dans son Histoire du déclin
af de la chife de FEmpire mmain (17768) e
I'assassinat d'Hypatie & Iz fin de la liberté de pensae
dans e monds antigue,

Pour les &crvains du dig-neuviéme siécle, la mort
d'Hypatie marquail surtowt la fin du monde hellanis-
lique el ke passage 4 wne aulre épogque. Chares-
Marie Leconte de Lisle, ferverl admiraleur de
IAntiquité, publia en 1852 un poéme intitulé Hypatie
ol il exprime sa nostalgie d'un dage d'or et s'extase
devant linteligence et la beauts de cette femme:

Tu faisals, surla nuif moins sombre des wewuy Sges,
Resplendir ton genie & travers ta beaute |

Selon i, 'assassinal d'Hypatie signale la fin de la
cullure grecque .

L* Frormirrie e41 500 cows fougueus [ a Fappes ef mauoie,
rngns fu formbes plos grande T Ef mainfenant, hdlas !
Le sowMe de Plalon el e corps o' Aphrodile

sord paviis 4 famais pour les beaus cieuy o Rallas!

Pour cer poate, e maurtra de la philasopha déclenche
I'ére du silenca, de la laidaur . ., un veritshla age das
tEnabres -

E. J limpare lavdeur est fa remne o mamnde,

I nous avens perdu e chamin te Pars.

Les Digux 2ont en poussiére et Ia lerre st muette !
Rien na parkera plus dans fon cel déserntd,

Fodtrsl o Hypaies (1883 I'srtista ehgqus &lfved Saifem (155019401
e u-l'llll'lu -Ill:lu ilnil|la:5: |: B |||rl|||||Ih.-|‘ El::lﬂ ?ﬁlluljﬂ!‘ ,

Lanmés suivame, le romancer el rélormateur socialste
cihrétien anglais Charles Kingsley, auteur du célébre
cornle pour enfants, Les Beébes d'eau [(The Waler
Batves), publia un roman intitulé Hypatie, ou le
triomohe de &g fof (Hypatia, or the Mew Foes with an
Ol Facep. Dans celte version trés romancée de la
vie d'Hypatie, le cadre historique sert surtout de décor
aux idéas de Kingsley. Son rejat de lindividualisme et
54 corviction comme mambra du clergs anglican qua
I'Eglise devait contribuer activernent & la réforme
sociale se fraduisent dans 'ceuwre. UHypatie de
Kingeley simplique activement dans les pro

de son temps au lew de les subir, Dans son roman, le
romEncier anglas d&ﬂ&ll’ll e CoUVETTEWN AMOouneUx
de |a belle philosophe, qui elle, accepte de I'épousear
pour protéger son culte et 53 philosophie, Appzarem-
ment pey soucieux da vwéracite historigue, la roman-
cier va jusqu'a canvertir Hypatie au Christianisme
juste avant sa mort, Sans doute ces divergancas
sant-elles un moyen par legqueal Kingskey, 'homme de
foi et d'action, chaercha a se réconcilier aves son
fdroime.

alex. med @ bibater. srg

Ensuite en 1883, I'Scrivain et homme  politigus
franGais Maurice Bamrés publie dans son recueil Sous
Feell des barbares une nowvelle intitulée Deésinléres-
sament ol il peint Hypatie sous la forme d'un double
nomme Athana. Commea Kingslay, Barras s'acarta a
=an g das faits historiques connes puisgu'il fait coin-
cider la desbructon du Serapoum aves & mewrre
d'Hypatie. Dans cetle nouvellz, republiée séparndment
en 1904 sous le libre de La Vienge assassinée, Hypatic
est devenus « la vierge du Serapeum s, P Suguste
vierge », « ka vierge du Sérapis » ou encore « a jeune
fille ». L'on remarque donc que si Bamés, au contraire
de Kingsley, 3 maintenu ici ka chastete de |a philosophe.
il I'a par confre beaucoup rajeunie, faizant d'elle unes
sarie de préfresse paiznne, woire d'hércine roman-
ficques ;

v Ay mikew des hudes d'un peuple, I ¥ avall une
rare dignité dans cefle werge 51 jeune & 3 balle,
déplayant, cormme wn rche fncew, lapoathéose de
I3 rmoef. »

Or, comme dans le poéme de Leconte de Liske, dans
la nouvelle de Bamés la mort d’Hypatie marque la fin
de Ihellénisme - ici la jgune hérmine proclams a ses
disciples, « moi, gui suis Hellas =, &t & la fin, lg narra-
tour conclut & Ainsi mowat pour s&s illusions [..] la
dernigra das Hellenes. »

Toulefows, chez cel dorivain rangais il s"agit de béen
plus qu'une nostalgle do monde antigue © powr ul,
Hypatie  incamail  ses opres  préoccupations.
Comme Barrés, un fervent individualiste, son héroine
lutte pour 53 lihereé d'exprassion :

n Je jure, dit-ele, fe jure daimer les nobles
phrases & les hautes pensges ef de depoulier
pludt Is wie que moan indépendance. o

Une libere pour laguelle elle doit faire face &
Fignorance e I'intolérance

a [...] vous aimerz ef camprenaz trop de choses,
que la fouke vous hail, comme elle hait le Sérapls
pour ce guelie ignavra. .. »

et en dépit de tout rester fidéle & sa premiére ambition :

o We pas sormmedier dans Mordinaine oe fa we, dire
curigux de VNinconnaissable, c'est foufe la dowlou-
feuse noblesse de Mespnl. . »

Et c'est enfin au vingliéme siécle que l'on entend |e
I I:I'H)Ealie prononcs suriout par des woix de
femmes n effief, l2 mouvement féministe semble
avoir trouve en elle le symbaole des siécles de répres-
sion masculing, =t en son martyre, ['ultime acte
misegyne. Sa reduction au silence aurait margue
lexclusion des femmes, une exclusion qui culminera
des sigcles plus tard avec les chasses aux Sorciéres,

A 'épogue aciuslle le nom d'Hypatie est adopté par
diverses revues ef associations. En 1936, 'on créa |a
reviee Hypatia © A Joumal of Feminist Philosophys
publiée par I'indiana University Press. Selon ses fon-
datrices, le choix du nom d'Hypatie serviralt & rappeler
aux lectrices gue bien gu'elles soient souvent les pre-
migres philosophes femmes de leurs universités, elles
ne k2 sont pas de MHistoire,

De méme, en 1996 l'on assiste & la fondation du
Hypatia Trust: en Angheterre : une société dont le prin-
cipal objectif est Facquisition et la diffusion de docu-
ments v compris dingdits sur les accomplissements
cdes femmes dans tous [es domaines. L'on compte
parmi les activités de cefte societs la créaton de sa
propre maison d'édition, Hypatia Publications.

D= plus, Hypalie a laisse son empreinte oute récents
sur Intermet. Le site web The Hypatia Institutet. dedis
aux biographies de femmes de science telles Hypatia
et Mane Cune, offfe o2 NombTeuses ressources pour
etudiants, professeurs et scientifiqueas.,

The
HYPATIA
INSTITUTE

o

Et aux sites web s'sjoutent les motewrs de
recharche ; en 2004 lg Départemant de
I'Instruction Publique du canton de Ganéve
crae e moteur de recherche educatif Hypatie,
qui danne accés A& des documents wvariés
enregisirés dans wune base de donnéas.
Toutefois, ce site ne comporte pas d'objectifs
specifiguement faministes,

En fin de compte, loin de s'éteindra au fil du
temps, le mythe d'Hypatie continue son
destin, san nom portewr de mille lumigras,
Toutafoes &crivains et historiens, philosophes
el scientifiques, hommes et femmes ... tous.,
nant-ils pas qualque part partagé ke santi-
ment du poéte ¥ Sila belle Alexandnne, alls,
dort depuis des lustres, n'évellle-t-2lle pas
toujours les cmmurs et les asprits 7

Oows T rrnas, wivarite en iw, cante auy coewr
iy o e

Lhyrrmae setodieux de la sainfe Gaaute !
Elle sewe sunvit, immuabie, dlermaie.

L& ot Eﬂ'&‘%&f&ﬂf JES LwETs franiianls,
Mais i %duﬂ& e, of foud renad cn ede,
Ei lps mondes encoor rowlen! sous Ses
pieds Mancs !

Leconte de Lisle

[Diseean par Gaspars publs dans Lills Joumers 1o M
Homos of Graal Teschors pad Elbart Hubbard, 1908

1 Jah Tresip, A a reclmrche O Hypales”, sloouion prorcnsés
A oma 2004 =0 Congres ds lo Fédimbon des scenpes
humaines ot sooialkes, & PUniversis de Manioba, Winnipeq.

2 Palaras, aduction Marguseis Youeoenoe, in Lo Couvovns al i\
Lyre, Galmang, 1875, paiz

3 En fail, c8 roman awail deja ala publid en heulleden dana la
Fournal Frazes & Magadiis en 1851,

4 hilfpaieruse jhusdufabouipubisherafndana
& hipwesw hypaba-frust ong.uks
B RpuFasedo, gl iariase o’

7 hipMhypaie.gech!
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The Contribution of the Mediterranean

Countries in the Promotion of the world's Culture

Unpublished article by Hassan Fathy
Courtesy of Mawal Hassan

The Medilerranean Dasin has Deen the lield in which
the: magor part of the world™s culture germinaled and
fourshed over the millenmnia o give form o owr
rmoderm civilzation and cullure.

Il seems by its geographical position 10 have worked
as a mediator between the culluras of the North and
the South, and of the East and the Wesl

In ancient times swe can menbon Egypl. Greece and
Rome, and in the Middle Ages, Byzanlium, Samic
Egwvpt and Maorth Africa: each having ils role in pro-
maoting the scaences and the as that constitule the
global Body of cur modann cullurs.

Fiasean Fatiy al sk
We can name among these sciences and arls in
which the Mediterranean countries excelled: astran-
omy, chemistry, mathematics, geometry, psychol-
ogy. thecsophy, aesthetics,  politics,  law.
administration, poetry, architecture,  sculpture,
painting, philosophy, and so many others.

Baing an architect my=alf, | choose o lalk aboul
some of the concepls that rubed the architeciure of
the: Mediterranaan in the past which ane as valid

Fralhy's prisaali Fususe af Sadi Ko (1971)

today as they wara yasterday, and which we hopa will
guida our steps in the sagrch for an architacture for
tive future, and beidge tha gap that lies babaesan
archaaalegy and the living architectura.

Architectura is ane of the most impordant elemants of
culture. One of the best definitions of cullure i that it
15 tha cutcoma of the interacton betewaen tha ntalli-
gence of man and his enviranment in satisfying his
neads; both physical and spirtual. We have &
tangible proof of the varacity of this definiion in the
plastic ars. A painter will paint what he sees in his
enviranment &5 landscape, fauna, flora or human
beings, and an architect will try to make his building
harmonize with this environment, climate, land-
scape, building matenals, efc.., and o satisty the
gpiritual and psychological needs of man, and

express his aspirations by the architectural form.

The Greek architect chose the leaf of the acanthus,
which grows in Greece, for the capital of his Corin-
thian column, while the Egyptan chose the lotus or
the papyrus, which grows in Egypt, for the capital of
his column. But, neither the Gresk nor the Egyptian
architecl made his choice just for the form, but for
what this form symbaolized and did say to him as a
link batweaan the earth and the sky.

The symbolism did not stop at the capital and was
extended o the whole body of the temple in one
way ar another according to the specific nature of

Plans of his houss ot S Kier (1871]

the ervironment in each country,

In democratic Greece the temple is placed high
an the Acropalis, ke a3 pieca of sculpture apen to
the outside and facing the agora by ils facade,
talling all the peopls what it is meant to say o them,
urlike the Pharaonic templs which is closed to the
autside with the parts hierarchized with the sanctu-
ary at the climax where only Pharaoh and the High
Priests were alloned to enter. In this way, the Greek
architectura is one of facades and the Egyplian is
ane of space.

If weir take the Parthenon and the temple of Armeno-
phis [l in Lweeor a5 an example, we shall find that the
symbal of man as microcosm lies baehind the archi-
tectural design in both, thowgh the beo are different
in concept. In the Parthenon this micrecosmic man
i5 standing and is symbolized by the colomn
carrying tha entablaturs in the facades, while in the
tample of Luxor this man is projecied on the plan,
Iyirg on his back with

the geornetrical basis ruling his body deliberately
applied to the architecturs of the temple.

It i herd to baliewe that the architect conceived this
imags from high up in the air. The resemblance
carme out from the gearmeatry being brua o the living
farm.

I this way we can say that man acts as a catalyzing
agent in the process of harmmaonizing the specific with
e universal.

Thease canons of sacged architecture seeped down
to the Middle Ages, in Byzantium and the Islamic
coundries of the Medifermransan in different ways.
The Byzantine church is designed as a microsasm
camplete in itself with the middle part, sguare in
shape, reprasenting earth with fhe four cardinal
paints and the dome on pendentives abowve symbaol-
izing the sky. 5o the church represented a micro-
casm with earth and sky enclosad within.

In Islamic architactura tha earih joined tha sky sym-
balically by the couwrtyard with its four sides symbal-
izirg tha four columns camying the domes of the shy.
We find the courtyard hausa concept prewvailing in all
the countrias of the Maditermanaan from Syria and
Eqypd in tha East to Morocco and Spain in the Wast,
bacauss it is mast suited to tha climate.

This courtyard concapt was not limitad to tha coun-
tries of Marth Africa; it extanded to ncluds Greacs
and Ialy with the patio and thea cortils.



May-July 2006

The geometrical basis in the design was not limited
to the sacred amchiteciure, Some recant studies
have shown that the dimension of the main living
roms in the medieval housas of Cairn are nuled by
the golden number () and by () effecting harmony
and pleasant rhythm in the process of feeling the
SECE,

This can be proved scientifically by the fact thai,
psychologically speaking, the eye does not percaive
a lme instantanecusky st one time, but point afier
paint, sending the expenencs to the brain where the
image is pereaived; as in music, we hear it note afier
nate and the ear sends the expenence to the brain
where the melody is concenead

30 by subjecting the dimensions of the lines of the
intersection of the planas to hamonic rules we shall
have intreduced rhythm in the form, or musicality we
Can say,

In ancient bmes, the Meditérranesan architect was
more than a technician, and he relatad his work, to
the whole body of knowdedge aboul the natural
world,

. He applied to man's creation, in architecture, the
same laws that gave order and shape to the natural
world of God's creations, and thus, he salved for
hirmsel the problem of finding a point of reference in
his endeavor to reach truth through architecture, His
ternple became an interpretation of the spiritual
throwgh the natural.

Imhatep, the architect Zoser; Senmut of Hatshapsul;
and Amenolep, son of Hapu who built the temple of
Luxor, were all divinized, as shown in the temple of
Deir-el-Bahan, for their profound understanding of
the widesl implicabons o archileclure. Bul they
reached such a degres of sanctity only when thay
attained absolute knowledge. This implied that the
architect had o be al the same Ume an asronsner,
ologist, mathematician, physicist and philosopner
before becoming a planner and architect

Here we have o say that in the past the temple was
nat just one building in the dity, different from the
houwses and commercial buildings. It was a symbol
subject to the scared amd eternal laws of the
universe, and not o the profane pressures of
evenyday life. In the fulure, as scientific knowledge
grows and covers an everswidening field, 1t waill
eventually have the same universality of the meta-
physical knowledge of he ancients.

Az man's consclousness evolves mare and mare
irta hamary with the cosmes, so holiness will mare
and more become the guality of everyday lile.

aler. med ((Dichaler. org

The temple will merge with the other buikdings of
the gity; then, the city will become the temple, with
gvery streel and building charged with sanclily as
men go about their holy purposes.

In itz form the city too will comply with the eternal
lews of order that govern the universe as did the
ancient tampla.

Whan we consider the movemant of the sun n on-
entating our buildings to control insulation, and the
wind movement in securing veniilation, we are
intreducing a cosmic and a geodesic element in our
design. When we consider human needs, both
somatc and spintual, wea are forcibly relating our
building to this cosmic order on a still higher lewvel
than that implied by the functional, and we shall be
relating it to that wider universe embodied in man
a5 8 microcosm.

Today, we shall be approaching this end if we apply
pur scieniific knowledge to the problems of
securing the welfare of man, and tend to bring our
buildings to the measure of man, mot only from the
aasthatic point of wview, but from the spirdual
aspect.

When our buildings and citias ara dasigned to the
soale and needs of man as a8 microcosm, the city
will b2 a projechion of this man; and the dwelling
and the city will become the temple in man.

In the future, for the holy sk of building the city,
we need sages who can go beyond where the
ancient architacts reached, Our modem sagsa will
have o combine the disciplnes of architect, biolo-
gist, psychologist, astronomer and mathematician
as did the anciants, togather with modearn studies
such as sociclogy, economics, peliics, and so on,
with the addition of the sernsitvity of the artist,

Hassan Fathy was born in Alexandria in the Moharem Bey district in 1800 and graduated from the High
Zchool of Engineering, Architectural Section, University of King Fuad | (now Cairo University) in 1926, He
devoted himself ko housing the poor in devaloping sccetes and worked o create an indiganous anviron-
ment at a minimal cast, and in so doing sttempted to improve the economy and the standard of living in rural
areas. His best known work is thae design and building of tha El Gourna Village at Luxor whera he utilized
natural resources using mud-brick and features of Egyplian vemacular architecture, such as mashrabiyas,
gnclosed courtyards, domes and vaulbed roofing. He worked with the local people training them to make the
materials to construct their own buikdings. His work fook him o many countries. In 1957 he joined Doxiades
Azzociates in Athens and undertcok projects for Irag, Pakistan and New Mexico. Among hie awards are the
Chairman's Aga Khan Award for Architecture and Gold Medal from the Union Intemationale des Architectes.
Hassan Fathy died in 1289 but his ideas and vision confinue to provide inspiration for architects,
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Y .M’?EEE oda Temple arki
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Temple of Osiris, Taposiris Magna

Philosophy School, Kom el-Dikk

ater. med @débater. ong

Fhoios by Abdallah Dawestashy
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Alexand r'-l d to host the 13th edition of the
BJCEM -Biennale of Young Artists

from Europe and the Mediterranean

Alia Elaskalany
Alexandria®s restored historic buildings, its Comiche
and new Bibliotheca Alexandring demonstrate the
city's recent commitment to changing its position and
rale in tha Mediterranean. With this urban renewal has
come & culiural ranaissancse and the renovation of tha
beautiful Sayed Darwish Theater (now the Opera
House), the Mational Museum (formerdy the Bassili
house) and the new archeological discovensas demon-
strate that Alexandria is once again a force in the
kediterranean, In particular, its two themes as an
Innoovator im culbural and aristic interaction” and a "
bleeting point for dialogue and  understanding
betwaen peaple” maks it an ideal venua for the 13th
Edition of the Biennale 2007,

The BJCEM taam visited the Biblinthaca Alexandrina
in December 2005 fo propose the 13th adition of tha
Biennale 2007, Tha proposal was successful and it is
the first time that this svent will take place in A
southern Mediterranaan city, In its twenty vear histony,
the Biennale has provided young people with a
concrete opportunity for dislogue and cooparation
through art. Since the first edition in Barcelana in
1985, it has presented almost 10,000 artists and
received 2 million visitors, The Governor of Alexan-
dria, His Excallency General Abdsl Salam Mahgoub,
has expressed his pleasure that such a Sieering
Committee of partners, such as the Biblinthaca Alex-
andring, Alex Med, the Alexandria Govemorate, Anna
Lindh Foundation and the BJCEM, will arganize this
imternational event in the histonc city of Alexandria

o
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The Fire Arts Bussum

O “ehia Halim Zaki, Head of the Cultural and
Academic Sector in the Bibliotheca Alexandrina and
Head of the Steerng Committes of the 13th Edition of
the Biennale 2007, confirmed that dialoguse and
understanding among people is one of the missions of
fher Bibliothecs Alpxandrina. Dr Mobamed Awad,
Directar af Alex Med and Coordinator of the Organiz-
ing Commities, beliewes that art spoaks one language
across different cuttures and that both the city and
artisis will benefit from this interaction, a sentiment
echoed by Dr Traugolt Schosfthaler, Executive
Diresctar of the Anna Lindh Foundation.

This edition of the Biennals s foresaen to be guite dif-
ferent from any othier as it will offer new ideas and
thermes. The therms will be "0Our Creative Diversity.
Culture in Everpday Life: Kairos". The Greek word
Haires indicataes a point in time where change is
possible. In addition to the main themea a seres of
aother avenis will fake place including a jured “best
show” for the professional workshops or master

classes in fiekds of art, such as painting and soulplure,
and a craft fair as an off site program with input from
Eaypt and the other parlicipating countries.

During the len-day lestival, proposed bebween
10-200h of July 2007, Alexandia will receive up 1o
1,000 young artsts rom more than oty Euro- Medi-
lerranean countries and the public spaces of the cily
will come alive with the creations of yourng arlists. The
list af at categonas 1or he Bennale is a long one. It
includes visual arls, ndustial desgn, photograpiy,
graphic ans, architeclure, vided arl, sculpture, Gomics
and cyber arl. This is in addition o shows and perfor-
mances n heater, dance, fashion and gasionony.
Cilihers ncludse readings Tor namative exls and poslny.

Holding the Biennale in a southern Mediterranean city
will enhance inter Mediterranean relations between
the Morth and the South, thus allowing freedom of
expression, open dialogue and the sharing of heritage
and culture through the: unifying action of ar. Alexan-
dria, as well as Alex Med has already buill some
strong relationships with these south Mediterranean
countries, especially with its corresponding coastal
cities. These ties, and the ties aleady built up by
previous Biennales. will be enhanced through prac-
ticed networking techniques that will encourage per-
manent bonds among the participating countries.

Alexandria's culture and rich hertage offer a variety of
arenas for the guest artists working in different fields
to display their work. Proposed venues indude the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina (museums, halls, conference
centers and the plaza), Sayed Darwish Opera House,
Mabonal and Fins Arts Meseuams, Forl Gail Bay, Le
Garage at the Jesuits Cultural Center, L'Atelier, the
English Girls College and much mare.

DOr Ibralum Spahic, President of e Intermational
Assaciation for the BJECK asserted the nead for

creation of 3 new space for young artisis to exprass
themsehes with freedom and in a spirit of respect for
cultural diversity,
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Further infermation
SJCEM : wswhbjcem.om, emaid : info@ibjcemoarg

Shlictheca Akxandrinafalex Med | wasybibaleeorg, email
alex miedfbibales: org

Anna  Lindh Fourdation !

secrelanal@ieuramedales ang

warw euramedalerang,  ermal

Sayad Darwish Opara House, onae of Tie proposed wanuas for tha Biannals 2007

ey, (ifialer. ovg
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How the Pharos came to washington and

IS-i S became ‘ L-i be I"ty,

Rabert G, Bauval

In 1777, when the Freemasons in the Amerncan
colomies sought 1o form a wnited Grand Lodge inde-
pendent fromn England, they offered the posilion of
Grand Masber 1o GEUI’QE Washinglm, bl hie
modestly declined saying thal he was not qualified
for this high office. In 1788, however, he accepied 1o
become Master of the Alexandna lodge, loday
known as the Alexandria Washinglon Lodge Mo, 22,
which 15 situated on the soulh side of the Polomac
River near the city of Washinglon DG in the distict of
Alexandra Virginia), Sinee 1932 his famous odge
has been enguited wathin @ huge  monument
modelad on the ancient Lighthouse of Alexandria in
Egypl . the Pharos, and bears the official name of
‘The E'-EDI’Q'E WEIEI‘IiI‘\QEEIﬁ Mazomc  MNational
Monument. According . Hetme of the firm Hemla
and Corbetl of MNew Yok who designed this
monumenl, this ancenlt design was  solected
becaus:

'_Ihe Pharos was erected fo guide the ancient
mariners safely fo shove: whal would be more
appropriate than a facsimie of thal ighthouse in
Alpxandria Virginia an fap of the highest hill and
owerloakrg the Polormac Biver?!

The Geaige Weshingion Masonic Malional Monument

Bath br. Elmibe and Louwis A Walres, the [aller who
represented the ‘client’, were Freemasons, and as
such would have known that the ancient Pharos of
Alexandria had been dedicated 1o Isis. As a matier
fact, il would mod be the ondy time thal the Fresma-
sons would evoke this Egyplian goddess as she
became the inspiration for America's most famous
landrmark_ According to author Bernard Weisberger,
‘Isis' was in the mind of the designer of the Statue of
Liberty in Mew York Harbour:

A modem imbepretabon of the Prems of Alexandos

aley. mee([Décbaler. arg

s b ol Liberty, Bleee TPork

"The sculpior who made the greal slatue was llalian.
His rarme was Auguste Barbolol, His work was
greally influenced by fhe anciant scuwlptor Phidias wia
rmade gigantic stafues of the anoianf goddesses, par-
ticularly Athena, fthe "goddess of wisdom” amd
Mernesis (anofher name for Venus), a goddess wio
fald & cup in her right hand. Bafore bagirming the
sfafue of fiberty project, Bartholdi was sesking a comm-
rmission fo construct & gianf statoe of the goddess
"Tsis, " the Egypiian Queen of Hegvern, o overdook e
Swer canal. The stafue of [siz was fo be of "a robed
wornan halding sloft a toreh.”

Frederc-Auguste Barthioldi was bom in France, at the
city of Colmar in Alsace. He had studied in Paris at the
prastigious Lyces Lowis Le Grand, and, in 1855 whan
he was only beenty-ona, embarkad on 8 woyage o
Egyptwith thrae friands, tha Orientalist Leon Garamea,
Auguste Balley and Mancissa Berchara, There, while
visiting tha ancient femples of Thebes and Abu
Simbal, Bartholdi became enchantad by the gigantic
works of the ancient Egyptian sculptors. Ha spent
gight months documenting the giant arbworks and an
his raturn to Franca browght back numarous sketches
and photographs. It was during his first woyage in
Egypt that Bartholdi met the celebrated French
angmeer Ferdinand Ds Lessaps, and thus bagan &
friendship that was fo last a lifetime. Da Lessens was
at the fimea nagatiating with the authorities in France
and Egypt the financing of the building of the Sues
canal that would join the Meaditaranean Saa with the
Red Sea and craaste a direct mantime corridos
betwean the East and Wast. Barholdi was 5o
impressad with De Lasseps’s vision that ba began o
think of & statue of a gigantic woman balding a toreh
to be placed &t tha entrance of the canal which would
reprasent ‘Egypt Enlightening tha East’. At any rate, it
soems Whal Barhaldi did manage o digcuss his idea
of a giant statue for the Suez Canal with the Khedive
l=miail, but nothing came oul of iL, probabdy becavse af
i impeding bankrapley that Egypt was facing due o
ower-bormoeing from Eurcpean bankers, Bul nod in the
least kit dishearlened, Bartholdi decided o lake his
project elsewhere. The idea of a ‘WMasonic’ monument
lo commermorate the fiendship batwesn France and
e United States for the 100th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence was firsl discussed
during a diner party al the country residence of
Edouard de Laboulaye, a professor in law at the
College de France and an expert onAmearican cullura.
I seEms thatl Bartholdi simply ‘convered” his ariginal
project far Egypl and proposad il instead as a "Slatue
of Libeity Enlightening the Workd' for Mew Yark.

For this purposs he Franco-fmerican Union was
created in 1675 in order 1o raise he necessary funds
far the project.

Earthoki s demwng for the Phancs of Suez, presenissd o Khedree lemal m 155

Mot unéxpectadhy, saveral mambers of the Franoco-
Armarican Union tumed out o be Fresmasans,
including Bartholdi's own cousin, who was the
French ambassador to the United States. Oihar
Freamasons who were actively imvoleed in this
prajact were Hanr Martin, the comta de Tocqueville
and Oscar de Lafayetta. Bariholdi himsealf had bean
initiated into Freamasonry since 1875 in the Pans
Lodge ‘Alssce-Lormaing”, and was raised as Mastar
Mason in 1880, Although Bartholdi was o ba the
dasigner of the Statue of Liberly, the actual task of
making it fall on Alezandra Gustava Eiffel, the cal-
abrated Franch stroctural anginesar who was to
design and build the Eiffel Towsar in Paris. Eiffel too
was 8 Freamason.

There is much dispute whathar the face of the
Statue of Liberty was in fact modelled on Bartholdi's
mother. What is parhaps more carain s that the
Stabue of Liberty was linked to the 'cult of libarty' of
the Franch Reavolution, where "libarty” was repra-
santed by a “goddess” which sometimeas was
modelled on tha Egyptian goddess |=s. Interest-
ingly, according to Franch Egyptologist Bemard
Mathieu, Bartholdi rafarred to tha giant stahue he
dasigned as the ‘Pharas’ before it was raised in Mew
York, and he hiad aven designed an othogonal base
far the statwa, just liks tha ana bealiesvad ta hava bean
used for the ancient Pharas of Alexandria . Bartholdi
wold certainly bave known tha association of the
Phiaros with the goddess Isis.

The wvany intansa “Masonic” invalvameant of this affair
wias made lucidly evident a century latar whan, in
August 1984, a bronze plague was fized at the foot
af the statua to mark the centennial of tha comer-
stona ceremony for the pedestal of the Siatue of
Liberty. It rexacd:

“Af fhis site o Auguest Sih, 1884, the comersions of
the padastal of the siafue of ‘Libsedfy Enlightening the
Waarkd was lad with cerernony by William A. Brodia,
Grand Master of Masons in the Sfate of New York,
Grand Lodge Mambers, Represenfatives of the
Uritad States and French Governments, Army and
Navy officers, membars of Forgign egafions, and
distinguished cifizens were presard, This plague s
daicaled by the Masons of New York in commemo-
rafion af the T00h Anniversany of that histons event,
August &, 1984, M WY Calvin O, Band, Grand Master
of Masons: PW. Robed G Singer, Deputy Grand
Maszfar, MW Arthur Markwich, Masomic Anmivers
sy Chairman”
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Mé en 1925 d'un regard original sur le bassin medi-
terranéan et d'une volontd d'y développer de
nouveaux thémes of espaces daxpression et de
creation, Il  Programme Mediteranse de
FUMESCO ast basé dapuis 2003 au Caire, La pour-
suite et lintérét des initiatives mises en place
depuis lors dependant grandement de l'imalication
des acteurs et des coopérations inter-associatives
el inter-institutionnalles a naitre. Lidée générale est
de faire connaitre, protéger et mattre an valaur le
patrimone oommun des pays de la Méditeranée,
mais egalemant de déceler et de promouvoir,
au-deld des différances, les espaces déchanges
de savair, de culiure et didess.

Afin d'approcher au mieux ces problématiques mul-
fidimensionnelles et de prendre en compte la diver-
site des acteurs, N'UNESCO a prvilegie une
approche rébculaire. Sonl ainz nés le rézeau des
Fétes du Salsll, calebration du patrimoing immate-
riel des festivals populaires tradiionnels en Médi-
terranée, le réseau de la Navigation du Sawvoir
autour des arsenaux historiques de |la Mediter-
rande, la rédseau des jarding et paysages de la
Mediterranee, &t un grand projet didentification et
de révision das stéréotypes negatifs concemant la
culture arabo-islamigue présents dans les livies
scolaires d'histoire européens.

Le petit dermier, qui @5t amend a prendre le plus
d'ampleur en Egypte, k2 réseau de MArisanat et des
metiers d'arf de la Méditarranéa, a alé lancé an
novembee 2005 & Tunis, autour du théme central du
verre, & la fois comme technique ancestrale du
pourdour méditerrandan at archétype de lobjet dart
uiilise au quotidian.

En Egypte, l'afizanat a connu de nombreuses
rupiures. Un patrimaine riche de motifs et de tech-
niques est en voie de dispartion dans un envi-
ronnement &conomique et sodal qui ne privilegie
plus la qualité et la formation sérieuse aux métiars
fraditionnels. Pourtant, FEgypte reste une destina-
fion touristigue majeure dont l2s tounstes revien-
nent blen souvent les valees chargées. . de
bibelots de qualite trés discutables, quand ce ne
sont pas les fruits d'un commerce dimport de plus
en plus florissant en provenance ce PAsie. Or ces
objets que les touristes rapportent, et qui « se com
portent en ambassadeurs =lencieux », selon
Fexpression de S.E le Ministre du Tourisme
agyplien, ne risguent-ils pas de porter tort 2 I''mage
du pays el par & de menacer catle manne esseni-
glle que constitue |2 tourisme 7 Une remarque qui
rejoint la parspective du ministére dgyptien de la
Culture, qui ceuvre depuis peu pour une redecou-
verte de ces savoirs et formes occultées qui ont
pourtant fagonng le paysage égyptien et méditer-
rangen.

de la Méditerranée:
un dialogue des
1vilisations au qudfi

Farry Dunvlie
De surcroit, ce type dactivitd a la parbcularité de
toucher a8 de nombreux secteurs de la societs,
jusqu'aux populations les plus pauvras et Isolees aux-
quelles des formations adaptées pourraient redonner
les movens de leur dignite.
Plusieurs projats sont actuellament an cours an
Egvpte, mis en place par divers programmes et institu-
tons, L'objectif est & terme de diffuser les connais-
sances et experises acquises lors des projets et de
cooperer au plus pres afin d'eviter les initiatives redon-
dantes, Trés récammeant, le Programmea Méditerranda
de 'UMESCO a woulu rassembler les acteurs de
l'arfisanat en Egypta et dans le monde maditerraneen,
pour les encourager & se connaitre, a dialoguer, et a
exposer leurs fravaux et experences au cours d'un
dvénament plunal, composd d'una axposition d'objats
dartizanat, de stands d'artisans en activité, de tables
rondas dexperts et de spectacles en soirée, fous
destinés 4 montrer le riche patrimaine de la régian.

La lieu chaisi pour I'évanement comportait une dimen-
sion symbolique certaine et un vrai potentiel de dével-
appement dans un avenir proche. En effet, le quartier
historique du Fustat au Caire tire son nom des pre-
miéres installations arabes musulmanes, proches de
la cité copte établhe, et présente par la méme des
traces vizibles de diversité culturelle, au fondement de
la cité tantaculaire qu'est devenu le Caire. Et c'est une
dynamique similaire gqui a incité 'UNESCO a convier
les membres de son futur réseau a se réunir dans un
ligu du Caire injustement macannu et peu frégquenta
par les touristes ;. linstallation récente, au coeur du
Fustal, de deux magnifiques ensembles architectur-
aux dédiés a la préservation et la promotion de
l'arfisanat egypiien. D'un oité, le Cenire de Faoterie ef
de Céramigue du Fusial, sous I'dgide du Ministére da
la Culture, développe des activités de formation et
tient une expostion parmaneante d'artsanat egyphen ;
de l'autra, la Sowk e Fustal, soutenu par la Ministéra
du Tourisme via son Agence de Developpement du
Tourisme (TDA), cherche & promouvoir par la vente
cet artizanat et mettre en lumigre certaines activités
associatives auxguellss il foumit une vitring

Eiwe&»

Dans un avenir tres prochs, le site verra
également la naizsance du Musée National
de la Civilisation Egyptienne, parachevant
un complaxa cultunel et tounstique dashné &
redonner au Caire et a la civilisation égypli-
enna modeme et contemporaine una meil-
leure visibilibé.

Four son lancement, 12 réseau a donc bene-
ficieé du soutien conjaint des Ministéres da |a
Culture 2t du  Tourisme, permettant
lexposition dans les espaces du Fusial
d'objets d'arisanat provenant de nombreus
pays du pourour mediterransen (Algerie,
Egypte, Espagne, Gréce, [talie, Jordanie,
Maroc, Palestine, Poriugal, Tunisie et Turguie)
et la présentation des divers techniques et
mabfs ethniques, religieux abou géographagues.

Venus du pourtour méditerranéen, avec
leurs expériences 1 culiures différentes
mais complementaires, les experts ont eu
I'occasion de visiter les lieux el les comgparer
& ce quils connaissent. Une visite particu-
ligrameant remarquéa a até calle du Centre
de Poterie du Fustat par Mme Sadika
Heskas, arbiste et fondatrice du Centre de
Réhabilitation des métiars dArt de la Madi-
terranés a Tunis. En evequant les possibili
tés de soutien et d'échanges d'artistes et
d'éléves entre les deux centres, elle a cuvert
la voie d'une cooperation fruchueuse, dans
le droit fil de I'esprit de réseau qu'encourage
le programme Mediterranee de 'UNESCO.
De méme, la présence de la Bibliotheca
Alexandrina, & travers son cenire de recher-
che Alex-Med, et le soutien logistque et
médiatique de CultMat ont renforcé 'aspair
dun fravail commun dans les anness a
YENIF,

Tous les nostalgiquas du patimeoine culturel
menacé de I'Egyple contermporaine et les
admirateurs de larisanat vivant sont invités
a e rendre dans o nouvel espace du
Fustat, & honorer de leur vigite ces femmes,
ces hommes et leurs creations qui rendant
hommage 4 la tradibon et lu offrent un futur.
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Alagandria was onca described as having mors
mosquas than any other city in Islam'. The BMuslim
traveler [bhn Jubayr, whio passed thraugh the city in
April AD 1183 an his pilgrimane to Macca, had visitad
many cities, seen many unusual and wondaful things
that would hava been unhaard of in bis nativa tawn of
Granada, particularly in an e whan traval was haz-
ardous and eithar & lwury or enforcad, It is not
uncammon ar unususl fhat he mentions the numbar
af minarats, especially since Islam was still a rela-
tiwaly woung raligion, but what s striking is the
complete reversal in observations regarding contam-
porary fravelers. In 1183 the magnificencea of classical
Alexandria would have been far more visible than
taday. The Pharos, Alexandria's famous landmark
and oneg of the Seven Waonders of the Warld, was still
standing, albeit 8 shadow of its ariginal self hefors its
fingl collapsa in 1303, The warious necropolises,
columns and statues that are now hidden by modem
concreta structures or lost to the sea would have very
much been part of the evaryday landscape and besn
taken for granted by the city's inhahitants

L -l‘

The: miranct -:T'Itrbana Mrsgue suppored b4y Carinthian :-nlurnn:

Today, despite the archeological silence of the city,
wisitors are attracted by the nostalgia of the 'first cify
of ihe irhabifed wonrd?  without Deing able to reach
out and fouch It The [ack of physical evidence
appears to be the precise reason why it appeals to 50
many as It enables the visitor 10 create their own
Alexandra as demonslraled by Forsier when he
wrote ‘| would multioly the height of the Forl of Kail
Bey by four and so envisage the Pharos which had
once slood on the same sile. Al the crossing of the
two main streets | would erect the lomb of Alexander
the Greal'™  Whist there is an undeniable atmo-
sphere regarding the city and its ancient past, very
fews visilors Lo the cily are aware of ils increditaly rich
and unigque Islamic architecture hat lies in the heart
of the Oltoman Town. These mosques and residential
guarters, testament 1o a period of Alexandrian history
thal is largely unrepresented, face a number of
threats. Increased awareness, both public and pro-
fessional, is the key if Alexandria's more contempo-
rary but equally important history i 1o be presenved
and history prevented from repeating itse.

Thea Mosigie of Tarbsns

Alexandriz, and the Dalta region in genaral, has
always bean on the peripheary owing to the ower-
whelming wealth of Islamis architectura and haritags
that survives in Caira. The masgueas of Alesandna or
ather Delta towns such as Rosetis, beautiful and
unigue as they ara, cannat match the sheer splandor
af examplas in Islamic Cairg such as Ibn Toukoun,
El-Hakim or Bab Zwwalya, Alezandiz's Offoman
heritage slides further down the list when you
cansidar Cairo's pyramids or Upper Egypt's timelass
remains; why focus on conserving Middle Age
mosquas when thare are hundreds more clder and
visually more impressive manuments requinng can-
sarvation? Howeaver, on  closar examination it
becomas apparent that the two periods, cantunas
apart and divided by more than just time, are bridged
by a unique architectural style, Many of the mosquas

incorporate classical elements thus demonstrating
the: cantinuity of the city and making them invaluable

to Alexandria's cuttural heritage. i

The Ofioman occupation of Egypt between 1517 and
1805 is not considered Egypt's most prolific in ferms

af the arts and architechure, As & provinca III'IdE'I"II'E:-FM
Oftoman state many of the skilled and talented amche.
tects and craftsmen were taken from Egypt to Euf:r

-

stantinople thus Egypt wimessed a  penod
detenoration. Yet art is mever static and various
mosques, sabils, palaces, bathhouses, and |
reflect the architectural development in Egypt und

as the mosque of Sulsiman Pasha and mosque

Mohame Ali in Cairo, both of which display typical’

Ottoman elements such as the cvlindncal pendil

shaped minarets. The prominent Alexandrian
Ditoman mosques, Terbana and Shurbagui, do not
share the scake of the Cairene examples but @re as

terms of our ’E ng of

i |

=
i =

Alexandra's location regarding the holy city of
Mecca and the wes! made il an ideal location for
pilgrims to stop, rest and recuperate. Thers was a
sleady Now of Morlh African and Andalusian com-
munilies passing throwgh Alegandria and many
decided to permanently setihe thues heavily influenc-
img many aspecls of the cily's cullure. Soch an
example of Maghrebi influence can be sesen in
Terbana Mosgue. The mosque of Terbana les in
the: hwsart of Manshieh amongst the namow alley-
ways and busy streets that define the area. This
impressive mosque gets its name from the family
responsible  for s constrection, the  wealthy
Morocean merchant lbrahim Ibn Abed Ibn Soliman
Terbana, who is =aid o hawe made his fortune
thraugh gald and wantad ta honor his family and his
redigion by aracting & place of worship. Built in 1097

'AH {AD 1685), the mosque demonstrates the
" simple but beauliful styles adopted in Otoman

st striking baing tha red
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their Turkish rulers, some with stunning results suc i
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Thia bilieck and rad brickowark, ypical of the Dalla regian, at tha anfranca b Tarhana Masgua
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Whilst the pattams and symmatry are visually
impressive, these bricks also sarve as a practical
camponent. Good quality stane was not readily aveil-
able in the Delia region and baked mud brick was
aften a preferred material due to its cheapnass, ver-
satility and standard size, Tha fusion of anciant with
more contemparany architectura is avident when
ascending the stairs of the main entrance since the
mosque's minaret is supportad by four lange gramite
Corinthian columns intricately detailed with acanthus
leaves, The maosque's arcade and sanctuary also
contaim & number of ancient columns that are oldar
than the vary religion the building serves, As with the
mied bricks, the columns are in place for pimarily
practical reasons, the fact that they are pleasing to
the eye can he seen a&s inponseguential Recycling
antique stone was common practice and the pillars
werg conveniently shaped and strong enough o be
of great use to the Islamic craftsman, just as they had
been to Christians before them. The maosgue is
uncharacteristcally colorful due to the bDeautiful
ceramics that brighten the main entrance and
mifrab. The blue, green and crange floral designs
are from all over the Mediteranean region including
Morocoo, Turkey and Italy demonstrating Alexan-
dria's wide contacts during the sevenieenth century.

Hher Alexandrian examples incluede  Shurbagui
Mosque, also lecated in Manshieh amongst the
brightly colored fruit and vegetable stalls of the souk,
The mesque shares a similar background to that of
Terbana and its founder was also of Maghrebi
descent,

Al example of he Beaubitul ceramica In Shubegul Mosg s

Architecturally it has the same characlerstics, includ-
ing the red and black bricks and ancient columne, yel
the sanctuary is even more colorful than that of
Terbana due 1o the abundant ceramics that cover the
walls and entrance as well as the beautifully painted
wooden ciiling. Further a held n Hosetla, the Delta
shybe illuminates the narmow streels of the fishing town
through the variows red and black Olloman houses
and impressive mosgues, incuding Saad Zaghiloul
and Al-Mahailli.

The aciual location of hese mosguaes is nol under
fhireal since ihair role as a place of worship guaran-
fees they are protecied. Nong will Qo missing owver
night but the infricate details thal make them unigua
ara in danger of disappearing. The very age of thesa
buildings means thay are threatened. Alexandria’s
climate, favorable as it is, is not suited for presening
ald rmaterials such as wood or mud brick. The Radi-
tarranean air has slowly but surely wom away
ariginal features and a great deal of CHoman
mosques suffer from rising damp, espedally on the
graund flacrs.

Many of the necessary asherations that have bean
carmad aut have been executed without the comect
supendision, materials or technigues and go undoou-
mented thus erasing the building's history, Evan
simple procedures, such as painting or plastaning,
can hawva negativae effects if the original scheme is
nat adhered to and simply covered over inone colar,
E. M, Forster highlightad such a point when, in his
Alexandria: a history and guide, he nofed that the
Terbana Masque was "Well worth wvisiting, in spite of
modern plaster and paint.’ 4 In addition original
piecas of the mosque are being replaced without
explorng the possibility of restoration. Such an
example can b2 s2enin the Ibrahim Pasha el-Sheikh
Mosgue whera the original wooden doors and hinge
system were replaced with new wooden doors
daspite being in good condition and of significant
value. Larger restoration work, such as that nesded
for windows, minarets or roofs pose a greater
problem and if not completed properly can cause
much karger problems in the future.

A Connthian Solumn supgorting Terbana's minaret

gl |

Snurbagui Mosgue surmounded by the souk

Terbana's bronze windows, for example, have been
completely remawed and the cstern has been filled
with rubble. The threat does not only come from
within the mosque. Decades of development in
Alaxandria hava meant quick high rise buildings
nves fonwer ovar the masques ancroaching on one of
the faw ramaining historic araas. The digging of
thessa vast foundations does imevarsibla damage
and causes savers waskness (o tha older buildings
and thair structure.

Howesvar thara are consarvation afforts cumantily in
place, Alex-Mad has recently completed & survey of
all the Ctioman mosguas in the Turkish Town
including valuable information that is sbsent from
many books and other sourcas of information. The
book will also contain & number of detailed saction
drawings and photographs thus creating a thorough
documentation of these endangerad buildings.

Today, viewing Alexandriz from the shorg, just as
Ibn Jubsyr did, there is litfle evidanca to suggast if
is a city of minarets, but the few that remain and the
surrounding areas remind us that this city's amchi-
teciural gams are not anly confined o those build-
ings that that have long since disappearsed

I e e Prcescpues Tream any offver ity of ksam, 5o much S0 hat men's
calrrakes of T number vary, Some COum more, some kees, e e
recknnng up o tankve housand, Them are oirs who g cfcrent figunes,
bk iy sher] ey aaree sl rusrmessious, Evene B four o e inone plasce and
somames ey avan adin aach ofher [Brmadhuns (2003}, The Tawes of
Ton ey Dhear! Prusiishers, Loroion),
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The annual pharaonic festival of Sham el-Messim serves as a
reminder that Egypt's heritage is not only defined throwgh its
manuments, Literally translating as “sniffing the bresze’, this
festival falls immediately on the first Manday following the Coptic
Easter and celebrates the coming of spring and the passing of
winter. Since agriculture was fundamental to the ancient Egyp-
lian's existence, the harvest is honored and customs and tradi-
tions are practiced that would have been performed all over the
country thousands of years ago. The surmoundings of modern
Egypt may be a far ory from those of ald but the core traditions of
this festival do not appear to have strayed too far fram their roots,

The first and mast telling sign that Sham el-Messim is upon us
are the large number of crowds picnicking on the grassy green
patches around the city. Basking in the Mediterranean  sun
provides an ideal opportunity to do exactly what the title suggests
and smell the rich Alexandrian spring breeze (spare a thought far
the Cairenes)! Being in an open and green envirenmeant reflects
the ancient practice of taking the time to visit the countryside
once a year and appreciate its value and contribution 1o life.

Zham el-Messim is also celebratad throwgh food, the most well known (and potent)
being salted fish, fiseskh. This specialty is made by salting and piéckling fish (mainly grey
mullet, buri) and the process can take a number of months 10 complete. Fiseekh is con-
siderad something of an art form and the recipes are religiously guarded and passed
down through generations orally, just as the ancients did before them. Cases of Tiseskl
poisaning’ are well documented and fatalities are not unheard of (indeed the govam-
ment has recenthy set up 48 hiour treaiment centers espacially for Sham el-Nessim and
fiseskh poisoning)! The smell may prompt people to ask whether the fish is 35 old as the
tradition iiself, but the fact remains many Egyptians swear by its taste and associate the
festival with little else. The link betweaen the ancients and the fish is not only symbalic,
When the German Egypiclegist Emile Brugsch sent a batch of royal mummies
(including Ramsas I, Tuthmesis 10and Set 1) from Lugor to Caire in 1881 the customs
official classified the mummies as fissekh owing 1o their similarities!

The fish's significance s not only in its eating; fish offerings were made to ancient
Egyptian gods to ensure & good harvest since salted fish symbolized fertility amd
welfare owing to their abundance in the Nile as a prominent food sounce,

her Sham e-Nessim foods include green anions which are supposadly placed under
pillows the night before the festival. On awaking in the moming ane should crush the
onion, smell it and then go outside and "sniff the breeze’. Faintad bodled eggs also form
part of the celebrations and is anather fradition thought 1o be descended from the reslm
of Horus, Sobek and Anubis. Painted eggs were hung in temples symbolizing regensra-
tion and the cycle of life and are a direct predecessor of modern day Easier eggs.

Zham el-Messim fell on 24th April this year and is an cpportunity for all religions and
faiths to escape the "office’, find an open space and celebrate the changing of seasons.

Breakfast

Shakshuka
(Fried Eggs with Tomatoes)

This delicious egg dish is quick, simple and a greal way 1o starl
the day. .

Ingredients:

36 Eggs
1 Onien

2.3 Ripe Tomatoes
Cooking Oil

Sall and Pepper

1.Fincly chop the onion and peel and slice the lomatoes.

2 Fry the onion and add the lomatoes. Gook Tor 10 minules.
3 Break the eggs onto the onion and tomato mixture.

4 Add sall and pepper.

Labna
(Yogurt Cheese)

Labna nrigmalcd fromn the Lesant and remains an il"r'lp-l}ﬂElr'll. dizh in Eastem Medilerra-
nean cuiging and of the surounding countries, Tradiionally this dish was mada in lange
quantities (sometimes as much as a whole vear's supply in ong batch) over a long period
and combines some very basic ingredients that produce the thick and craaimy texiune. In
imes pone past, goats milk was the primary ingredient and gave labna a distinctively
sour taste. Il e besl served with bread warmed in the awven.

Ingredients:

4 Cups of Yogurl

1 Tablespoon of Sall
Oiive 3l
Cheesecloth Bag

- F ik

1.5tir the =all into the yogurl and pour inbo a wel cheasecolh bag. Tie off the opening of
he bag and hang for 24 s (put a clean container under he bag o collect the whey,
which can be used in cooking o for drinking-il is very nuthtiows).

2.Ramove the labna from the bag and place in a jar.

S.Pour alive il an the top.
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