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Mohammed Al1 et le destin de 1'Egypte

Compte-rendu du

par Habib Tawa

"L'Egyple est un don du N disail Hérodote et Fon
powrrait ajouter : 'Egypte moderne est la fille de
Mahammed Ali. Bl comme Pon celebne celle anmnas
le bicentenaire de son accession au pouvoir, e
ministére de la culture et la nouvelle Bibliothbgue
d’Alexandrie ont Gécidd de consacrer une semaine 4
la redécouverte de Népogue el de 'oeuvee du grand
batisseur. Du 12 au 17 novemnbre 2005, wne
centaine de savanis el de chercheurs Egyptiens,
Arabes el drangers onl scruté el éclaing les divers
aspects du demi sidécle qui vit I'Egypte émerger de
£a gangue moyvendgeuse ef féodale, pour entrer de
phain pied dans son dpoque e la faconder. Cette flo-
raison de communications, de débals, de tables
rondes el déchanges a débuté par trois jours de
rencontres au haut conseil de la cullure au Caine at
s'est achewée par trois aulres journdes bien
remplies a l'‘Alexandring. Une grande partie des con-
féranciers a panicipd aux deux sesgions.

Ay Caire, 'essentiel des travaux s'effectua en Arabe
et I'on vit de distingués onentalistas, tels les profes-
seurs Paolo Branca (Milan) ou Gluseppe Conte
(Cagliari), présenter dans un arabe trés pur, f'un
lintedlectue] Tahtdwi (& la fois éléve d'al Azhar et du
Paris de 1830) et lautre, des archives de cette
époque. Méanmaoins, s l'absence de traduction
simultanée rebuta quelques uns des &trangears, elle
évita les malentendus qu'elle suscite parfois -
“fraduiore fraditore”, Elle parmit surtout & une jeune
garde d'historiens Egyptiens de déployer ses ailes ;
et I'on ne peut que s fdiciler de cefie pleiade de
nouwveaux talenis, venus parfois du plus profond de
la province (Beni Souef, Minkeh, Assiout, ban-
sourah, etc.) qui, en conjonction avec leurs ool-
lBgues issus des deux capitales du Pacha, ont
apparts des contributions et des aclairages féconds
el précis sur cerfains aspects parfois peu connus du

rEgne.

Dr. Ismail Serageldin
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Les campagnes drArabie el leurs extensions face a la
slratégie de la compagnie ces Indes, Mohammed Al
confronté aux ambitons frangaises autour de la
conguéte de I'Algérie, le rdle cel des Arméniens dans
son entourage, N'évolution de la communauted cople,
les données démographiques & notre disposition
furent, parmi tant dautres sujets, abordés par ces
érudits.

A Alexardrie, anclienne oitdé cosmopolite, la diversité
linguistique reprit ke dessus, conlonée par une raduc-
tion simultanéds arabo-anglo-frangaise et un public en
partie polyglolle, Les universilaires arabes et élrang-
ers ne furent pas, B non plus, en reste. Si les
Libanais, les Jordaniens, les Synens el les Palestini-
ens s'étaient imposés au Caire, ce furent 1 les Sou-
danais, les Qalaris, bes Frangais, les Grecs et les
laliens qui apportérant leur riche contribution, avec
toujours  la  =ignificabve  présence  Egypbenne.
Mohammed Ali @l Napoldon, Soliman Pacha, Clot
bey. Omar Makram et tant Cautres de ses contempo-
rains surgirent alors sous mos yeux, tandis que
g'affichait sur I'dcran la Kavala natale du conguérant
ou son nouvel wibanisme & Alexandrie, Parall&lement,
des aspects awvssi divers que [Fintroduction  de
Fimprimerie 4 Boulag, le rdle de la communauts
grecgue, la nature patriarcale du pouvelr, Vinfluence
des Saint-simoniens, le jeu des grandes puissances,
la congquél du Soudan el bien daultres, furent
abordés. Leur diversité méme manifeste |'ampleur de
I'ceuvre accomplie.

Comment donc résumer une telle rchesse, une si
grande diversité de points de vue, que ne restituera
wéritablement que la publication des actes ¥ Eh bien,
en tentant d'en saisir lenjeu. Car, cerriére ces débats
académigues, au cours desqguels e soml manifestées
une granda honndtetd ot une remanguatde couroisia,
se profile ume interogation essenlielle qui a &4&
résumée par le Docteur Mohammed Awad, & 'heune
ou FEgyple se retrouve A la croisde des chemins © *
Avons-nous Giré oules les conclusions gue nous
impose l'observation de l'expériencs de Moharmmed
Ali 7 Aulour de cetle question centrale, deux lignes
de clivagas se sont dessindas au fil des discussions.
D'abord s'est posé le probléme des orientations
adoptées par Mohammed All, puis, ceus-ci étant con-
sidérés comme du domaing de I'histoire, on ='est
interrogd sur les paramétres de son action.

En abordant kB premiére ligne de clivage, on
ginerrogea sur son auloritarisme, la concentraton
d'une grande partie des richesses entre ses ceules
Mains, son pouvair absolu &t I'énome colt social et
hiarmain ce son projed

k= furent mis & son débit el cerains ul opposérent
l'apparent réveil de la sociélé dgyplienne. laquelle
semblalt éclore lors de son armhoe. Auralt-il e dans
l'zedf une émergence sul genens de I'"Egyple, qui se
seralt effectude & som rythme propre 7 Le prix payé
n'étail-il pas exorbitant 7 Les débals furent longs,
parfos houleux, mais loujours riches el féconds,. On
comeint finalement que si Mohammed All &ait bien
un aulecrate, il avait agi en despole eclairg, sous
l'effet des confrainles propras & son époque. EL'on
peul penser que b2 "réveil”, gui semble l'avoir
précédé, aurait probablement 44 sans lendemain,
comme le furenl Dien daulres sursauls sous |es
Ottomans. En revanche, ¢'est une véritable Renais-
SANCE quUe 30N régne a provogus, qui a largement
dépasse les frontiéres de FEgyple.

La seconde ligne de divage, résulle du bilan que
I'on peut établir en recensant les grands axes de la
politigue révolulicnnaire de Mohammed Al Tous
comwinrent  guil  encouragea  Nimmigration et
I'Etablissement de techniciens &rangers, destings a
encadrer le pays, quil ¢1abk les structures d'un Etat
modeme (en particulier des écoles formées selon le
modéle européen), une armée puissante el une
induestrie compétitive el gu'il envoya des missions an
Ewrcipe, afin d'y former kes Egypliens les plus doués,
appelés & constituer une &lite de pouvoir. La diver-
gence se manifesta sur 'évaluation de l'importance
redative de ces actions ; cerlains se sont méme inler-
rogés sur la profondeur de leur impact sur la sociaild
civile. Or il apparait gqu'en dépit du démantdlemaent
de plusieurs des institutions o' Etat, 4 la fin du régne
de Mohammed All ou aprés lui, la sociaw civile,
slimulée  par la présence des ocommunautés
elrangénes, a perpétué son prajet de modernisation
el a permis & plusieurs reprises des remonbées en
puissance de F'Egyple. Le débal est encore ouvert.

En bref, des échanges passionnés, sur un sujet pas-
sionnant.

D Jaflar al Margban, Dissciwer Géndral de Linebhut de-is Caliasbicn de Sowden
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Med-Voices

Closing Conference

By Edward Lewis

The protection and promation of intangible history

has never been more important as globalization,

deansification, environmental -;:hanga redigious

conflict and varouws other faciors threaten the invalu-

able cultural and traditional links we hava with ouwr

Elast ard therafore curment identity. As dehnsd by
MESCO, our intangible history

pmwtﬁﬂs people with & sense of ideniily and contl-
and its safsg[ g promoates, sustains, and
n'ﬂ-.-'afnps cilfuval uﬂfE.l'!j-' arrd Runan er'nam-ﬂy

Tha recording of our cullural hentage as the
practices, skills, e::‘?;ressmns and knowledge of
communifies and indviduals that have been passead
dawm through genarations within natural, histohcal,
palitical amd environmental contexis demands a

complax and axhaustive mathadalogy.

Claudin Ciming - Europaan Comsamisslon

Atternpling to encapsulate and document such a
history creales many problems, nol least of which s,
how does one display an oral history that is nol
covered in the history books and ensure it s acces-
sible, objective and displays the emations, feelings
and atmosphere of tha indrvidual, group ar spaca

This and many ather questions were asked and
pxplored in the closing conference of the ambitious
Medvaices project that was held in the Bibliolheca
Alezandrnag in Movermber 2005, In addition, the
diverse number of participants had the chance 1o
share and display their vanous projects, findings
and problems = the first chance since the project
began three years ago.

Tha MedVoices project began in June 2002 as a
major ethnographical investgaton into the

itan oral and social historias of 13 historic
cities; Alexandria, Ancona, Bairut, Bathlahem, Chania,

Ciutat de Mallorca, Granada, Marseilles, MNicosia
Morth, Micosia Sowth, La Valleta, [stanbul, and
London. The Alexandria pariner has been the
Alexandria and Mediterranean Research Center,
which researched Alexandria™s cosmopolitan past
and the oral and visual documaniation of its foreign
communities a5 both the foreigners and Egyptians
remembered L The Med Voices project aimead 1o
pramate awarenass of the intangible or live cultural
heritage within the Mediterranean in such areas as
folklore, family histores, memaones of places, mobility
and displacement, rituals and customs, festivals and
holidays and everyday life in the various cities and
neighborhoods. The material collected from the vast
number of centers, institotions, museums  and
universities made foar a lively and visually imgprassive
three days.

A highlight of the confersncs was the stnking films that
covared various themes including immigratian, relo-
cation, religion, local traditions and reminiscing of
childhood places and the changes thal have faken
place in their neighborhcod over tha years. Among
others, Lebanon's conftribution, Wish You Were Here,
followed a series of eldery locals as they described
Ras Beirut in the 'golden age’ and the subsequent
changes that have isken place as a result of
Lebanom's recent turbulent history and deselopment.
O Iaszal, Victor Shibli, the keapar of the Bghthouse,
gave a touching insight into what the region, and par-
ticukarty the building, means to him as he retold his
and the building's history. He conlinues 10 keep the
lighthousa oparational despite it being decommis-
sioned long ago. Valletia's Mhna Belfin (Voices of
Valletta) focused on a renowned sireel, Straight
Straet, and tha activities of the locals that frequeantad
the bars, clubs and cafes during the Second World
War. During the 18408 Chania's Jewish population
was nearly completaly wiped out and their film, Etz
Haywim-Tree of Life: Voices Surrownding & Syna-
gogue, portrayed the history of the only remaining
Jewish synagogue on the island, its restoraticn and
intarviews with the synagoque's prasent keeper. The
difficulties of adjusting to a foreign country &s an mmi-
grant and the unbreakable ties with the homeland
were the main focus of London's film as saveral
Turkish naticnals refold their memones of their eary
days in London in the 1970s.

In tandem with the visual presentations were a series
of lectures from each city that gave an insight |r|t|.:|
their areas of shudy. three  main
(instilutional’public  agendas, layered pasls aru:l
divided spaces, memores and disciplinary and meth-
odological dialogues)

Cosine Cormlanbnou, Tasssr Aref, Mangane! Hart, Chistane Masser, Suzanne Abou Ghaida, Sis Zoghaby decuss opcs ot e ciosing conlererce

ales. med @ bibater. org

Cultural

in the
Mediterranean

_ finey i,

gave an opportunity for the various centers to give
an in-depth account of heir research and findings.

The lectures wvarmed from 'Fragmentation and
Change in Space and Belonging in Districts of
Istanbul: an oral history documsantation study’ o
Places and Memaries in Cosmopolitan Alecandria’
and '‘Eurc=-Med Heritage: Culture, Capltal and Trade
Liberalization in the Maditerranean’. In addition, a
phoiographic presentation by the visual anthropolo-
gist Christos Varvantakis entitled, Studying the
People of Chania through Photography, gave a
valuable insight into the role of photography in por-
traying mndividual's stores, life frials and expres-
SIONS.

The final part of the conference consisted of four
rourdiable discussions = Living Cities, Intangitle
Heritage in Education, Exhibiting Intangible Heritage
and Towrism and Festivals. Amang the many topics
discussed was the role of oral history in mMussums
and the ever present problem of how W alirac! the
community and visitors and keep tham stimulataed
and involved in cultural affairs. The differing roles of
ihe public and private seclors in MUSEUMS was
debated as was the quastion of wabsita sustainabil-
ity, on-ling museums and funding. Education was
dedated and it was agreed that there is a need for
new approachas, aspacially in the discipline of
history, in countries where war, occupation and
conflict hawve ococurred = the Mediterranean has its
fair share. The role of borders and space prompted
many to reflect on a period when there was little
resiriction and the Mediterranean symbolized an
‘open border. The ever present problems of
ansuring historical buildings remain protectad in the
face of wrban development and homogenization
also formed an integral parl of the cpen dRcussions
and was a tapic that many cities shared.

The conference, above all, demonstrated the value
of recording our oral historias and harilaga as they
bacome incraasingly threstened. The amount of
work conducted has been overwhelming amd this
was echoed in the closing session by Claudio
Cimino of the European Commission who praisad
the project for its commitmeant and results in an araa
that is often overlooked and under funded. The large
interest genaratad and initiatives set up as a rasult,
such as the University of Malta's degree program,
highlight the value of such a project. If the intangible
history of tha Mediterranaan is to surviva, it is impear-
ative that this confarence does not signify the end of
a three year project bul the baginning of an indefinite
ONe.

B s ot e DRSS E O

Intangiole Hertage
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The Aga Khan

Returns to the Library

By Edward Lewis

As a former recipient of the The Aga Khan Award for Architecture, it was
fitimg that the Bibliothaca Alaxandrina hosted a public lecture in
conjunction with the The Aga Khan Trust for Culture in November 2005,
Organized by Alex-Mead, the event was attended by several distin-
guished guesis, cumant architects and siudents of the Facully of
Architecture, A senes of lectures, discussions, and presantations took
place and provided food for thought for architects and non architects
alike as well as a chance to see cutfing edge architectura in the Muslim
wearld,

Established in 1977 by His Highness the Aga Khan, the Aga Khan
Award for Architecture identifies and encourages buikding concapts that
successfully addrass the neads and aspirations of socistias im which
Muslims have a significant presanca. Previous succassful designs have
niot anly inspired but also accommodated for their physical, social and
economic expectations as wall as using resources and technodogy in an
innowvative manner, Although there are no fixed crteria as to the typs,
nature, location or cost of projects to be considered for the award,
eligible projects must be dasigned for or used by Muslim communities,
in part or im whale, wherever thay ara located, Pravious winners of the
prestigious award incluide the Water Towears of Kuwsit City, Azem
Palace i Syna, Instite du  Monde Arsbe in Paris,
Bibliotheca Alexandring and the Mubian Museum in Aswan, Egypt. Four
key themes are looked at;

Eﬂﬂllﬂ e A 8 A
ONAL FORA
.

AGA EHAN TELUST FOR CHLETURE
2005

| s

= How ihe cormplexily of history and memaony can be expressed in archileciure

= Mo private iniliations are integraled inlo emerging public sphenes,

Heore' 1oy mapriess individuality in complix social Hﬂ:lngt

= How power and authorily in the global domains af I:ﬂ:hnrﬂagyl culbure,
etonomics might be expressed Through archilassbune

The award is based on a thres year cycle and govermed by a steering
commitlee who appoint an independent master jury wha in turm select
the projects desmed worlby of awards. Each jury is multidisciplinany and
brings logelher specialisis in such felds as hislory, engineering. phi-
losoply, architeciural conservation, and conlemporary ars, as well as
praclicing architects, landscape architeclts and urban planners. Since ils
inifiation, the award has completed nine cyclas, documented over 7,300
building projects around the world and selected 92 projects for awards.

An inbroduectory speech by Bibliotheca Alexandhina Direclor |smail
Seragelding, himself a master juror in 1985, preceded a documentary
focusing an the buildings: of the 2002 — 2004 cycle

(Bibliotheca Alexandrina, B2 House in Canakkale Torkey, Gando
Primary Schoal, Al-Abbas Mosque in Yemen, Sandbag Shelter Proto-
types, the Ol City of Jerusalem Revitalization Programme, the
Petronas Towers of Kuala Lurmpur].

The floor was then opened for discussion bebween the vanous archi-
fects from both Caire and Alexandria, as well as the numerous architec-
fural students. Among the topics discussed was the role of the
cantemporary Egyplian archibect since the Bibliotheca, despite being
ersctad on Egyplian sail, was designed by a foreign firm.

Or. Mohamed Asvad, Or. Abdaliah fbded Axiz, Or Abdcl Fatah ol Bowssh, Dr. Adsha el Khaty, Or. Dalla el Kerdam

Cultural identity and tradiion was a very important Iheme and the panel differed on
how much this should be reflectad in the design of the bullding itself. The danger of
creating a universal style was highlighted as traditons and societies merge in a
shrinking word, It was suggestad that the Muslim world must continue 1o have two
levels of architectura: one for the universal stage and one that reflects the traditions
and values of the Islamic word; identity is seen a3 a core component of fubure
architectural development. The overall lack of eligible buildings was also com-
mented on and highlighted.

Arnz Hassam of 3rd Uncle Design, Toronto, gave a presantation on his company's
alternative approach 10 architecture using four of his projeclts as case studies.
Established in 1993, the company has a reputation for innovative design and often
works in collaboration with other artists. One such project was the award winning
Drake Hotel where the company rewvtalized, redesigned and renovated & rundowm
hotel ina renowned deprived area with stunning efiects. The hotel's exisitng spaces
were reconfigured and new instrumental elements were introduced such as a slage,
a blackboard and an eleclronic information and entertainment network. The &
million dollar rencvation involved restoning e onginal 1890s décor whilst
Ircorporating modem touches. In addition, exisiing objects were refurbished and
aitered to invoke new uses but were retained for their traces of the hatel's past,

Their approach o the design of corporate, retaill, hospitality and custom resicential
spaces has brought them numeraus architectural awards and projects range from
studics and offices, retail stores, restaurants and bars to the design of exhibitons
and furniture. Mr. Hassam provided a valuable les2on 10 the gatherad students and
stressed the importance of diversily, the need o leam from other disciplings and
cultural significance in architeclure and design. In addition, the value of taking risks
was emphasized as failure should not always be viewed as negative, but a catalyst
for advancing techniques and onme of the most valuable leaming toos in
architectural design. Questions and answers from he floor concluded whial was an
inspiring lecture.

Arniz Hassam of Xrd Uncie Design inc

3rd UNCLE d@SigN 1NC scunee e moamsorse e o

Links

The Aga Khan Develapment Metwark - e akdn.angindes: bbml

Angs Khan favard for Architacture - e akdn.orglagancyakic_akaa himl
Ard Uncle Dasign InG. - weea Irduncla . com
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Is1s of

and her influence on Paris

By Hobart G. Bauval

Thee cult of the goddess Isis is extremely ancient. It
goes back to al least the Pyramid Age in Egypl,
where the name ol the goddess s mentioned in the
Pyramid Texis (o, 2300 BCE), and marry belwve thal
it has its origins deep into prehision. The name 1515,
of course, is the Greek rendition of the ancient
Egypban name Ast Isis was regarded as the
‘mather’ of the Horus-kings (the pharaohs) of Egypt,
and her role as the seter-wife of the god of resurres-
tion and rebirth Osins gave [sis a very prominent —
indeed supreme-robe  in the ancient Egypban
pantheon and, especially, in the royval funerary
riluals.,

The coal of arra of Pans commizscned by Hapoesn m 1017, izis and her
slar ara al lha Trenl (lah) ol T Beal,

The cult of Isk: suraved throughout the whole of the
pharaonic civilisation, and was especially strong
after the conquest of Egypt by Alexander the Greal
in 332 BCE. The sc-called Pilolemaic queens of
Eaypl often identified themselves with 155 (or her
aiter ego, Hathor), and Isis was particulary verer-
aled in Alexandria and (hroughoutl the whale
Hellenic warld. In Piclemaic Alexandria the goddess
lsis became the protedling goddess of the Easterm
Harbor and its famous lighthouse, the Pharos. In this
capacity, 1sis was known as lsis-Pharia, the protec-
tor of mariners, and there was a temple dedicated to
her near the Pharos. Apparently a gianl statue aof
Isis-FPhana had once stood outsile the Pharos, and
it &= not improbable that it was perceived as part of
the lighthouse complax

Pharos

T recormiruction of the Phancs of Alscandris by Hasrann Thiscack (1009
She was depicled as a woman on a sailboal navigal-
ing near the Pharos, These depictions can still be
seen today on many pubdic buildings in modem Alex-
andria, such as the ald Chamber of Commerce and
the Municipality on Fouad Street

The influence of |sis of Alexandria was far and wide
Indeed, according to the great British mythologist Sir
James Fraser

“To Isis in her lafer character of pafroness of manners
fhe Virgin Mary perhaps owes har beautifd apithral of
Stefta Maris, "Star of the Sea.” under which she is
adored by lempesi-fossed sailors. The altnibules of a
manine deily may have been bastowed on Isis by the
sea-fanng Greeks of Alssandria. They are quile
foreign to her onginal character and o the habits of
fhe Egypfians, who had no love of the sea. On this
hypofhesis Sirus, the bright siar of isis. which an July
mormings ses from the glassy waves of the easfam
Mediferranean, a harbinger of halcyan weather fo
manners, was the frue Stella Manis, Tthe Star of the
Sea”

Also as French Egyptologist Bernard Mathieu paointed
out:

“lzsis was named Pelagia 'of fthe sea’ or Euploia 'of
safe navigation' and Pharia ‘of Fharas', and was said
fa have inventad the sail and had a fempie an tfe
istand of Pharos, She was so famous in fhe whale
Mediterransan world that we find her even in T7th
cantury manuscipd, comforfably installed on (he prow
of the boal on the coat of amms of Pans which
MNapolean commissioned in 18117
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Algxardiien coin showing s Fhaca

This mags i shll yesd fcday in modem Slesandia
After his return from Egypt in 1792, Napaleon was to
develop a rather curious fascination with the
goddess sis. Indeed so slrong was his interast that
he evenlually sel up a special commission, headed
by the scholar Lows Petit-Radeln, to confirm an
ancient legend that 1sis was the troe and ancient
tutelary deity of the ocity of Paris. Napoleon
expressed a specific interast in the so-called “boat of
Isi5" and its alleged conneciion with the “boat af
Paris” found n the coat-of-arms of tha city. After a
year or 50 of research into this matter, the special
commission was able fo report fo Napolean that
there was, in facl, much evidence o support the
claim that the boal of 15is was the very same as the
boat of Pans. Highly impressed by these findings,
Mapolean issued instructions an 20th January 1811
that a figure of the Egyplian goddess and her star
should be included on the coat-of-arms of Paris. In
Mapolean's own words:

‘We have previously awthorzed and do also aufho-
rize now by these present signed documents by our
fand, that owr good city of Paris will bear the coal-
cf-arms as shown and colored on the atfached
drawing, al the front of the anclent ship, the prow
Imaded with a statue of Isis, sealed, In siiver on a sea
of the same, and lead by a sfar alzo of sier”

A drawing was attached o Napoleon's letter, and
baoth are today kept in the Biblicteque Nationale de
Pans. ©On this drawing can be seen the red, gold
and silver coat-of-arms surounded by a wreath of
wheat, The whole is surmounted by a galden crown
on which is perched the impernal eagle, The crovwn i
ramepierced by the Hermeatic caduceas, the
entwined winged-snakas. The main image is the
silver boal floating on a silver s2a. On its prow is the
goddess |sis seated on a throne and guided by a
five-pointed star hovering in front of the boat. Above
the boat are three golden bees, symbolizing divine
solar rule,

This bizarre connection between the ‘boat of Pans'
and 'fthe boat of Isis" (dearly the |sis-Fharia of
Alaxandria) can be fraced as far back as the 15th
century, for there exisls several old elching kepl at
he Bibliotheque Mational in Paris. In thesa rare
medieval documents wea can ind miniature drawings
showing the goddess Isis dressed as a French
noblewoman arrivimg by boat in Paris, where she s
greeted by French nobles and clergymen  bearing
the title “the very ancient Isis, goddass and quesan of
the Egyplians.”
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It I the “boat of 155" thal is siiking in these medieval
miniatures o It bears an uncanny resemkance to the
boal ihat was also placed on the medieval coal of
arms of the oty of Pans. And during the same periad
Wi know that Parisians believad tha name of their city
fo have been danved from the name of Isis. Far
axample, a 14th cemtury Augustine monk called
Jacques ke Grant wrote that,

“In the days af Charlemagne [8th cenfury CGEJ... there
was a oy mamed lsecs, 50 named because of the
goddess sz who was veneraled there, hNow If /s
cated Melur. Paris owes its name o the same
circwmstances, Parsius 15 sad o be similar fo (seos
[quasi par Ise0s), because if is located on the River
Eeine in the same mannar as Melun.”

Im 1512, another French historian, Lemaire de Belge,
reported that an idol of the goddess Isis had been
worshipped in a temple Immediately outside the
southern gate of Paris, where now stood the Abbey of
51, Germain-des-Pres. The same was reporied by
mary olther comamporary writers, natably the 16th
cantury Parnsan historan Gilles Corrozet, who is
reputed 1o be the first historian ever to produce a
camprehansive guide to the city of Pars. In 1550
Corrozet also published a history of Paris titled Les
Antiquitez, Hisioire et Singularitez de Paris, in which
he wiroie that

“covmimg fo the imposition of the name fof Pans] it is
said thal there, where stands SL Germain-gdes-Fras,
was a lemple af Isis of whom it is said was the wile of
the great Osins or Jupiter the Just. The statue [of |sis]
having come in our imes, of which we recall... This
place s caed the Temple of Isis and, for the negrty
cify, this was called Parsis... meaning near fhe
fermple of Isis."

The arly 17th cenury French editors Plerre Bonfons
and Jacgues du Breul republished Comozet's book
under their own names and liled Les Antiquitez et
choses plus remarkables de Paris, recuillies par b,
Piama Bonfons et augmentess par Frere Jacguas du
Braul, Paris 1608, Jacguas du Breul was a Jesuit
monk  from 51 Germmain-des-Pras, and thus
presumably conversant with the records kept at that
Abbey. It is therefore of great interest fo find him
wrriting as follows:

“al the place where King Childebert [th century CEJ
had constructed the chuwreh of S Viecernd now called
St Garmain, and D which e donated s Bel of 155y,
fhe consensus was that tere was there a femple of
Isis, wife of Osiris, also known as Jupiter the Just and
from whom the village of of Issy got its name, and
whare can sl be seen an ancient edifice and murals
which are believed fo be from fthe castle of Childe-
bert”

Im 1812 vet another French historian, Andre Favyn,
reported that the Cathedral of Motre Dame des
Champs also onca possassad an idal of 1sis similar to
fhe are found in the nearby Abbey of St Garmmain-
des-Pras;

"I believe this was due fo anofher idol, for the proxim-
ity that there is with Wotre Damel and the Abbeay of St
Germain-des-Pres where was venerated /sis.”

It comes, therefore, as o swrprise that in 1773,
sixleen years before the French Revolution of 1789,
fhe influental scholar Court de Gebealin wrate:

“No one ignares thal Paris was oviginally enclosad im
fhe istand (lle dea ia Cila). If was thus, since its argins,
a cify of navigation.. As it was in a river nfe with
navigation, i fook as itz symbol a boal, and as wislary
goddess, 5is, goddess of nawvigafion; and this boal
was the aclual one of l=sis, symbal of this goddess.”
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A ilustration shoraing the statue of Isis af the Bastile, Pars [1783).

Court de Gebelin was echoed by the famous Pansian
historian Charles Dupuis who, im 1784 wrote that,

“Thiz famous Isis was the goddess of the ancient
Franch ar the Suewes who odned o her ol the
sSymbalic boal, known as the boal of Isis. This boal sl
exists on the coat of arms of Pars, the ity of which
Isis had become the tufedany godaess. I s isls, mother
of the God of Light, to whom the peaple [of Paris]
make affering and light candies af the New Year amnd
even during the rest of the year, In memary of the
Feast of the fumined Cnes.”

The matter was 1o go much further than this. Thus it
was that on 10th August 1733, in the aflermath of the
Revolution, a growp of patnols ceremoniously instaled
a large statue of the ancient Egyplian goddess Isis
where the Bastille had formerly stood. Depicting the
goddess seated on a throne flanked by tvo Bons, the
slatue had been conceved by Jacques-Louis David,
the famous arlist and propagandist of the revolution.
Apparenily the sculptors Suzanne and Cartedier did
nol have suffhcient lime 1o cast the statue in the pre-
fered mediom of bronze so they simply molded il in
plaster and colared it with bronze paint. From the bare
nippes of the goddess Isis could be seen water being
ejected into an open basin below the slatue.

B, 1 cemuny draeing showing |sis on her boal, amdng in Pare.

Known as the “Founlain of Regeneralion”, the
general idea was for the crowd of people to
pass in procession in front of ksis and drink
*fram her fertife breasts the pure and salulary
ffguar of regeneralion.”

The connecticn with Pars = most minguing.
Some more speculative authors have even
been suggested thal Pars cwes i1s name 1o
Izis. There is a kong history 1o this. According
o the French classicist Jurgis Baltrusaitls,
this idea gained popularily when a 17l
century wriler called Jean Tristan claimed thal
the name of the city of Paris was derlved from
Izis-Pharia or, more precisely, an acronym of
Pharia |sis leading to Paria Isis and, finally, 1o
Paris. Tristan based his hypothesis on
ancient coins found i Paris dating from the
brne of e Roman Emperor Julian that depict
his wite, Helen, as Isis-Pharia. It & well
knonwn that the Emperor Julian had govermed
Gaul, ancient Framce, for five years and had
resided in Lutecia (ancient Paris) for three
years between 358 and 350 CE. He and his
wife, Helen, were devolees of the Egyplian
-Alexandrnian god Serapis and hes consort, the
goddess Pharia-lsis. It is thus not impossible
thal Julan may have imposed, or at the very
least encouraged, the Alexandrian cult on the
inhabitants of Lutedia. Al any rate, the 171
century writer Jean Tristan concluded thal:

"The Parisian recefved thelr name of Parla
5, because of the cuit of s godoess which
had baen infroduced in lyra and m Gaul,
the region next fo the nver Seine and in
Lutecia, Ccated Lutecia of the Parisians' or
Fansians becavse of this."
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The Barcelo en Years On

By Edward Lewis
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"We need a mew and belfer woderstanding of the
diglogue behween cullures which aliows each individial
and sockal growp Tl enfoyment of Bhe ntemahonaly
agread fumah nghts Not-dizoinminalion Slomg angun,
ganda, race, anguage, relgion o any olfer belel must
ha undersfood as a positive objeciive of fosfenng cuttural
seff-defermination and the recogaifian of muitiple and

dyvarye edferal genities of each Buman Wll'?ﬁ.'
Traugott Schoefthaler, Execulive Directar aof the Anna
Lindh Foundation,

=uch a sentiment was achoed by 88 of the 35 Membiar
Slates present al the les! Sumimel snce the Barcedana
Declaration was signad ten years ago. The Declarafion,
signed i Movember 1585 marked the beginning of the

The= gaie ot La Pedrera, Barcelona

Eurn-Mediterranean Partnership (Barcelona Prooess) -
a wide framework of pokical, economic and soctal rela-
tions betwean lhea Mambar S1ates of the European Linion
and Parlmars of the Southern Madilerranean. The
lepdars of the Euro-Meditemanean partnership pledged
their renewad commitment o peace, siabibly and pros
perily W e Medieranean region through ongaing
dialogue, exchangs and co-oparation.

For many, the altenlion and time dedicated to lermonsm
was disappoining, espacally since much of whal was
agreed had bean specified elsewhars, anound olher con-
ference tables. The importand issue of culiural dialogue
was somewhal overshadowed by the insistence of
agraaing 1o condamn acls of erofism withoul qualifica-
tion and reject all allempts lo associate any religion or
culture with terrorism. Amang the many other collective
coammitments was a call for peace in the ragon, with par-
ticular regard o the Middle East. The implemeantation of
the Road Map and a nead lo encourage the parties 1o
confinus on a path of direct dialogee and negotiation
was stressad, In addition, a continued dnve to achieve a
Euro-Mediterranean fres trade area by 2010 was dis-
cussed as was the nesd to implement a feasible fime-
table to de-poliule the Meditemransan by 2020, lisgal
immigration, human frafficking and counter measures
wisre also highlighted

#indrew Claned, Traogott Schofnaler, Ganuca Sokera

Honwenver, it is the drive io strengthen dialogue between
govemmenta and non-governmental onganizations
across the Eurc-Medriemanean redpon thatl s likely to
hawe the most immediate effect in Aleeandra, especially
since the launch of the Anna Lindh Foundation in the
Bibiotheca and Swedish Institute, Under the therd
(0l cultural and human affairs) basked of e
Eurc-Klad Partnership, the Anna Lindh Foundation was
estabdished by the sixth Eurc-Mediterranean Conferance
of Ministers of Forelgn Affzirs in The Hague on 30
Movember 2004 35 a “network of nations] nebwerks”
with one institution or arganisalion in each country acting
as Head of a national netwark for involving cvil society
and public Instituticns in the dialogue betweesn culfures
Cuirning ther mesting in Barcelona on 27 Nowembss
hosted by IEMed, the head af the Spanish Metwork, e
heads of the 35 national Anna Lindh neteorks agreed on
principles of their work, inchsding sutonomy and
openness o other actors losienng the participation of
citizens in the Euro-Medderranean Partnership, and e
task of rapresanting the Anna Lindh Foundstion in their
countries.

The recent Summil weltomed the Anna Lindh Eunces-
hediterranean Foundation as the youngest of the Eurc—
Mediterranean Parnership and the British Prime
Minister and Chaiman of the Summit, Tony Blair
sifessed the nesd lo improve intercullural dialogos
"throwgh the work of the Anna Lingh Foundalion and in
suppoet of the United Mations Allance amd civilizafions®
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Gaidi's Sagrada Famils, Barce

As well as partally sponsoring the Alexandria Biennale
im December, the Anna Lindh have partaken and initi-
ated by events alimed at exactly what the Barceloma
Procass demands. Among them have bean a round-
teblz on feith and vielence and preparation of an
academic network on the dalogus betsesn culfunes
the trainimg for the Palestinian and Egvplian national
nabtaorks 0 projecl development and management
and a conference in Naples fotusing on the Euro-
Mediterranean Youth Encounfer on  owvercoming
gender slereotypeng
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Le bonho

Ramez Farag

Port-Said, le vendredi 7 cctobre 2005
D hewres du matin, man partable scnne. Je regarde
I'écran lumineux . C'est Raed qui appelle. Je viens
d'arrnver & Porl-Sard la nuil demiére pour passar un
waek-and au calme. Je laisse sonner, je continue a
dormir, je le rappellerais plus tard. Vers midi, le
portable sonne de nouveau. Jenlends ma Tamme
repondre Cette fois cest Shindi qui appells
Jentends sa voix s'exclamer @ o« Quoi 7 Clest arrive
guand 7 ». Echange de quelques phrases de condolé-
ances, puis elle racecrocha. Ja saule du lis, je me difnge
au salon ; « C'est Fayez 7 », Cui, c'est Fayez, Il 52
sentaif fatigué la nuit demiére, il est allé se coucher
tal. & sepl hauras du matin, le Pére Adal esl allé wair
comment il allait, il Fa frouve par tere dans sa
chambre. | avait rendu Fame.
Je n'al pas besomn de discuter avec ma lemme. Mous
COMMENGOns a ramasser nos affaires pour relourmer 3
Alexandrie tout de suite. C'est bien pour ¢a que Raed
a du m'appeler ¢= matin. Je regarde l'index de mon
portable pour volr & gui d'aulre dois-je porler la
mauvaise nouvelle, La moiié des gens sur ma liste ont
connu Fayez d'une mankkre ou d'une autre. Je passe
des coups de fil, commengant par Alexandne af
finissant a Paris. On I'a aussi connu, méme &n vanant
de Pars

Darns la voiture, j@ damande & ma lemme de conduire.
Je na suis pas dans un efat qui me permeal de le faira
Irals haeures de route sans un mot. Devant mod detfibent
des cenlanes dimages. Elle awssi, cerfainement
Tous les deux, on a travaille au Centre Culburel Jésuite
d'Alexandrie, que le Frére Fayez Saad le Jésuite avait
rat revinene en 2000 apres cingquante ans d hDermation.
Cresl & bas que I'ai renconiréa. EL quand on a décidé
de se marner, il n'y avail pas mieux que I'aglise des
Jeésuites pour célébrar, 4 vingt métres du terram de 1a
ranconira, dans la mamea chaleur des liux.

On arrive a Alexandrie, Les funerailles ne se tiendront
gue demain matin, pour permettne aux gens qui l'ont
connu de gagner Alexandre des gualre coms de
I'Egypte. Mais instinctivernent, nous nous dirigeons
vers e « couvent & des Jeésuites a3 Cleopaira,

Dans 'gglise, il esl 1A, Le carcueil esl poss au cantra
de I'eglise. Je l= regarde de lzin. Je ne mapproche
pas. Je ne peux pas m'approcher.

De Fayez a Frere Fayez Saad s.j.

Fayez nait l2 17 Juin 1962 a Alexandriz, la ville ol il
vivia, et qui « wvivra en lui = Il la portera en i, la
connaltra comme & paume de sa main, et finlra par
marguer son visage aulant gu'elle a margue ke san. |l
me confirme que ke pont de Stanley est la réplique
parfaile du petit pont des jardins du Moentazah @ « Jal
tellemant eu damourelies, 1a bas, je & connais par
cceur =, Impossible de le déconvaincre |

Il passe son enfance et sa scolanté a 'école Saint
Marc &4 Chatby, et puis rejoins la Faculté des ingé-
mleurs ol il sa spécialise an architecture, La ol 1l allait,
Fayez atait pramier : Premier an classe, premiar sur la
gouvemorat d'Alexandre aw Bac, premier a la faculta
des ingenieurs &« un petit génie », dira-t-an. Eléve bril-
lantissime, homme excepfionnel, copain dévoué,
Fayez attirait I'admiration de tout son entourage

Aprés la fin de ses &udes universitaires, |a curiosité
die Fayez l'emmenara auss lon que le Soudan, ol il
eflectuera une misson  canlabive., Une  aveniurs
relativement courte, mais qui marquera 58 Ve A
jamais. Lintensité et la richesse de l'expérience, la
decouverts de la misere et la falblesse de ce pays gui
se déchirail, bouleverseronl [a vie du jeuwne bourgeos
alexandrin.
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Et ce s=ara |la révelation
moment sa mission au s
I'intégrahlé de 'homme, el Ninlégralite des hommes =
Aprés son relour du Soudan, et en 1985 il rejoins la

Fayez découvrira en ce
semvice de  [Thomme,

# Compagnie de Jésus % = ou les Jasuites - ol il fait e
choix, rare dans la compagnie, de devenir un frére et
non pas un pére Jéesule. Un cholx basd sur une con-
viction prafonde et une valonté canfirmeée de mettre le
sendice de la socete au devant.

Il commeance ses dludes de théologie & Minieh, an
haute Egypta. Puis de Minieh au Caire, et du Caire a
Pariz, et de Parns de nouveau & Minieh, Ef ¢'est a pariir
de la que commencera aventure | Fayaz, mamienant
formé el convamed de lmportancs ulbme de la culture
et de |'éducation, lancera seminaire suUr s&minaire sur
des thémes varies, programmera conference aprés
canfarancse en coopéralion aveco les profasseurs de
IFuniversite, &t ne finira pas avec les aclivités
culiurelles et artistigues ateliers, performances,
CONMCENSs, expostions, ... — enoore vivanies du meme
alan aujourdhui.

Pendant mes woyages a Minizh, je m'afonnais de
decouvrir & quel point ¢'était « leur » Fayez, |a bas. Et
o guil croalt guill Stait « notre » Fayez, d Alexandrie.
Comment faisait-il 71

Kinieh etait le debut de la vie du réve, mais el sera
Aussl la début da A fin de 'homime @ Cast o), gu'an
1507 Fayez se découvrira leucémigusa.

Alexandrie, ou Du garage au « Garage »

En 18949 Fayaz retourme & una Alexandre qul, vivant «
a I'écart » depuis trente ans, 5'est assoupia, al sa vie
cllurelle ralente. Le Centre Culturel Jesuite — o
dans ke lemps, lui-m&me venall suivre des aclivilés
varnees de gualite — s'atait endormi a son tour, Fayez a
envie de bousculer, non seulement le Centre Jésuile,
mials auss la ville elle-rmeeme.

FPour réaliser cel « évell », Fayez réva un aspace gui
permette «la renconire libre de la jeune création dans
le domaine du théaire et des arls en geénérals, Un
aspaca san dehors des liew: imposés par les
insfilutions pour permetire Fouverture, la renconfre et
I'échange d'expériences. Un espace d'ouveriure f de
qualite, conjuguant &vel artistque, Tormation, réflexion
al rencontra avac la public.

C'est ainsi guien recuperant un fermain — situg dans
I"enceinte du Centre Culturel Jésuite = qui &tat jusque
& leud au Ministére des Affares sociales ef wblise
comime wun garage, que le réve prend forme, Avec
I"'aide de Tarek Aboul Fetouh®, k2 garage est transforme
an une salle de spectacle capable daccueillir e plus
grand nombre de scanographies différantes | danse,
theatre, expositions, ateliers et autres. Le « Garage »,
premigre friche d'Egypte, premier thédtre modulable
de la ville, naitra an Qctobre 2000 au 298 rue

Port-Said, avec un événement culturel intituls
«It's Happening in the Garages conjuguant
spectacles, renconfres d'artistes ef ateliers
engageant les jeunes alexandrins.

El depws le premier jour, 'mienion atail de
marquer c2 lien imporfant a la  wille
d'Alexandrie at cet engagement a son aveil:
linauguration est accompagnés d'un atelier
intitule & Le drodt & la ville » questonnant les
proeblematiques de 'identité des citoyens ales
andrns.

Cwalre mois plus tard, suivia la premidre
semaine de spectacles, conférences et
exposiions deédiée a la Ville d'Alexandrie:
o Alexandrie de mes penseas » qui deviendra
désarmals annwealle.

Jour apras jour, el annde sur annda, |homme
infaligable gu'alail Fayez consbruil piarre par
pierra son réve, Le Garage va revolutionner la
vie culiurelle alexandring en cing ans, avant
méme — et ouwrant le chemin de —
la Bibdiotheguea d"Alexandria.

Cing annges impossibles a résumer ou & dire,
sans une minute d'armét pour gue nous
puissions nous rappeler, au qu'il puisse se
rappaler lui méme, qu'il lait malade

Alexandrie , le samedi 8 octobre

Dix heuwres du maltin, L'eglise des Jésuiles est
pleing jusqu'au bout, J2 regarde les visages .
artistes, académiques, religieux, jeunes,
wenus a valle du Care, de Mimeh, de Bras-
elles. .. Tous évitent de se regarder dans les
yeLx pour éviter que des larmes échappent.
Mas les larmes échappent.  Pleurenl-ils
I'homme ou ke symbole ¥ L'homme explosant
d'amour, dévouweé a l'infini, qui n'a jamais fait
de compramis dans ses convichions — meme
guand nous élions tous confre lw 7P Ou le
symbaole du Don Cuichotte, gui combattait
tous les idnebres de la terre ef [ous sS85 maux,
« =ans guastions ni rapos », gui lulls mame
contre sa propre mort, 2t qui meurt debouwt sur
le champ 7

Dans mes oreillkes esonne Brel. La quéte de
linaccessible &toile, Les réves impossibles et
les chagrins des déparis. Les malheursux gui
brilent pour un mof d’amour, pour nous, Oui
Fayez, tu as &té ce « heros », Que ton coeur
scit tranguille.

“Archilads el scéregraphes dgrpien, Fondaleur al discher du
Fands du Jsure Thaiim &mbs - Young Armbh Theatrs Fund [YATF|
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Dr. Mohaimisd doved | Gorssral Abded Salam & MahgouD and Dr. lsmval Seradekdn

The cocperation between the Govermnorate of
Alexandna and lhe Biblotheca Alexandnna for the
creation of the Alexandna Development Agency
1aDA) was established by signing the Memarandum
of Understandmg on 8th Decamber 2005 with the
spansarship of the World Bank.

« The Bibliotheca Alexandnna will supporl  the
overnorate of Alexandna in establishing a sami-
autcenomous and fimanclially iIndependent ALA.

= [he Bibliolheca Alesandring, who wall constitube an
integral part of the ADA will take the lead in inalizing
the proposed structure and functions of the Agancy

+ The Biohotheca Alexandnns will be a partnes in the
development and management of the Pdlicy and
Flanming Department and the informabion and Dala-
bases Departrent of the proposed Agenay.

+ The Bibliotheca Alexandnna will be responsible for
the speciflic consendation and management of the
Herilage and Tourism clustars wilhin the framawiark af
the ADA structure and funcbons, in coordinatian wilh
ovemment agencles and relevant stakeholders.

+ The Govarnorale of Alexandria will delegate o the
Bibhictheca Alexandnna the responsibility for the
dasign, implementation and negotiations with public
and prvate parners for the development of the
Eastem Harbor.

+ The Bablistheca Alexandnna will callabarate wilh the
Governorate o pramate new projects for develop-
ment, and will & a pariner I rasing nesessany
ivesimenl resources for the projects of mubual
iritarast.

« The Govermorale and he Bibliolheca Alexandnna
will collaborate 1o develop heir respechive database
and Infomrmatian 5}'5[13”15. redevant o the 'l.‘.l‘['!."'E denved-
aprmsant.

Dir. Spdord, Dr. S | Ger Bl Mahgous, Or, Hamoosda & Or. Serageldin

ales. medl(Qbebeales. org

The agreamant will 2ee the Biblictheca Alexandring
being heavily involved ina major averhaul of the city's
development through capitalizing on the aly's nch
hertage and promating  sustainable development
The Biblictheca Alexandnna, with its sophisticated
state of lhe arfl technalogy and experlise i wall quali-
fied 1o be the main promoter in the area of cultural
presenvation and development. In addition, it has
been actvaly iIrmdalved in recent plans for the compre-
hensme vision for the development of the city.

The specfic objectives of the development of the area
surrounding the Bibliotheca Alexardnna, including the
Eastern Harbor and the waler fronk are:

» To create and expand a culiural nucleus for
Alexandna around the Biblictheca Alexandnna, that
wolld promate the city as a Capital of Dalogue in the
TEgian.

» To develop the Eastern Harbor's water front
crealing  new  public spaces  and  pedestnian
experiences together with new facilies such as
hotels and restaurants around the marna.

= A series of mega-projects mcluding the creabon of
an archaeoclogical park, undersater museum and an
ACJLATLIT.

"I-"'

The Creation of

»mJAlexandria

Deve lopment Agency:

A New Future for Alexandria

BEIBELIOTHECA ALEXANDRINA

Darviral Aldal Eslam & Mahpoub and Or. lmad Esragaldin
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Arti sts

of Alexandria

By Edward Lewis

As ong of the arganizars of this year's Alexandrian Bien-
riale, Magd Habachi has played a pivotal role in develop-
ing and promeoting art in Alexandria and Egypt However,
his efforiz are not confined to this year or the Biennale
alone. Since his first involvemant in 1988 he has axhibitad
his wark bath in Egypt and abroad and been an ambassa-
dor for many upcoming Egyptian arists.

Bomm in lbrahimieh, Alexandria in 1962, Habachi attended
3t Marc's College first devoling himsell, not o the arts, bul
o science, He graduated from the University of Alexandria
with a Bachelor degres in dental medicing and surgery in
1986. A vear later he completed his training as a medical
reserve officer in the ministry of defense before being
releasad during the second gulf war three years later, His
dental studies continued — indeed he has a Masters In
pubic health sciences = but his artistic talent came 1o the
fore not long after he first graduated and he has been
invalved in artistic projects ever since.

His work, at times bordering on the provocative, has
aifracted both attention and praise from the Egyplian art
community. His paintings have been displayed, among
other places, in Geneva, Madrid and Rome as well as in
numeraus exhibitions in Alexandria and Cairo, In addition,
Habachi has embarked on an ambitious and ghly impres-
sive mulii-media project. His idea to create a mulii-media
'‘book’ that displays images and progresses within a theme
has proved incredibly effective. Since 1980 he has
amassad 10 ‘nolebooks’ and describes them as “small
vehicles of ideas”.

Hhatomontaga of Habachi's 05 Bock

He has been involved in numerous workshops and fraining
initiatives incleding calligraphy, sounds and multi-media
workshops in Marseilles and Naples and exhibitions in
Fome and Valencia. Habachi believes that developing
image and sound technology will allow aristic productions
to cammy their content to new dimensions and carve out new
shapes of human relations

& Habaoni painbng, oil on canas

He has been instrumental in organizing and coordinating cultural projecis on
national and intemational levels. Since 2004 Magdi Habachi has been a
delegate from the FAfelier d'Alexandne responsible for the participation and
artishic structure with the Biennale of the Young Creators in Europe and the Med-
iterranean

ElaTroussa” Ink an papper
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The Lost Generation

“The soldiers’

By Edward Lewis

It is hard to imagine the events of October 1942
amid the concrete fagades of the numerous Medi-
terranean rasorts strewn along the Marsa Matruh
read, Infact, if it ware not for the signs directing you
to the war cemetarias of tha fallen Allied, Gearman
and ltalian soldiers, you would think nothing of the
vast desert landscape or realize that it was the
theater for one of the mast decisive battlas of World
War Twa.

Cre of the many comudon conlaming T rempins of 4654 Galan desd.

Despite the passage of sixly three years and the
relative isolation of the area, these El Alamain cam-
eteries continue to affract large numbers of visitors
including vetarans from both sides of the conflict
and their families, many of whom will pick up the
baton of remembrance when their loved ones
finally fall. Every year senices are held and the car-
emonies of Ociober 2005 only differed from their
predecessors in the ever dwindling numbers of
veterans able to attend the solemn act of remem-
brance.

Wreaths laid by the representatives of Govem-
ments such as Fakistan, Haly, Ausfralia, New
Zealand, Germany, Greece, Poland, United
Kingdam, Bangladesh, and Slovakia testified ta the
all inclusive nature of 2 war that will be remam-
bered most poignantly by those who participated in
and were affected by its many campaigns and indi-
vidual battles. In many respects, they, the active
participants of the Allied and Axis powers and those
non-combatants caught up in the conflicts can justi-
fiably be regarded the ‘lost generation’ of the
twentieth century; El Alamein contributed its share
of them.

Control of Morth Africa was considered of vital
importance by both the Axis and Allied powers and
in the years between 1940 and 1942 fizrce fighting
surged back and forth over thousands of kilometars
of Egyptian and Libyan desert. Whoever mastered

this tract of land could control the lines of communi-

cation afforded by the Mediterranean Sea and the
Suez Canal, and gein greater access to and contral
aver the vast Middle Eastern oil supplies.

graves are the
(Albert schweitzer, Nobel Peace Pr‘1%‘

A wataian ol Bl Slavwin pladng & weaath &l e grave of a Tiand

The consequence of this race for strategic predomi-
nanca is manifasted in evary letter and symbol that
records the dead of both sikdes who now lie
antombed n the sands of the Wastern Deasert,
Each national monurment atternpts to cause the
visitar to reflect om the historical event and consider
the conseguancas (the German word  far
monument, denkmal, means “think about it"). But
each nafion achieveas this common goal in very dif-
ferant styles. At El Alamein, where the dead of victor
and wanquished lie in close proximity to one
another, the immadiate visible compansons of
national monuments signal the very different styles
atiributed by each ta the manner in which they com-
memarate the sacrifices made by their sons and
daughters.

Architect Sir Hubert Worthington's use of white
grave stones and large open spaces in the Allied
cemetery, combined with the inscriptions of the
headstones themselves, give a sense of glonfica-
ton of war and herowe death on the battlefield. Such
traditional, grand iconography = evident in the
Allied cemeteries of Normandy, Gallipoli and in
many Commonwealth countrias.

In contrast, the German cemetery, ike many others
in Europe, is a large, enclosed structure reminis-
cent of a vault with characteristics akin to a
medieval castle. The somber black angels, crosses,
eagles and imposing obelisk within the fort echo
remarse, loss, despair but also defianca. Such
architeciure reflects the conscience of a post-war
Eﬁmnymmgh:mbmm tha devasta-

Thiz mpesng fagade of tha Sorman monument, Bl Alamsein

greatest preachers

Thez: alan cematany, ElAamisin

At odds with the simple contrasting of victor
and vangquishad 15 the mpressive whita
octagonal  tower of Paclo Caccia
Dominiani’s ltalian cametery, himself an El
Alamein veteran and the man responsible
for the forbidding task of searching and
exhuming the scattered bodies. It signals
pride and a clear message that not only will
the 4 B34 fallen ever be remembered, but
that the events leading to their deaths will
never be allowed fo happen again. The
powerful and moving words of Father Alex-
ander Megroni at thizs vear's ceremony
encapsulated the feelings of all nationali-
ties who were so humbled when walking
through the seemingly unending comidors
of names, many of which simply recorded
the word ignoto - unknown.

For those who fought and survived at El
Alamein the cemeteries provide a clear
focus for life and serve as a peoignant
reminder of the sacrifices made, the friend-
ships made and lost and in many cases the
incessant nightmares that have become a
part of life. Was it worth it? Eighty-six year
old British war veteran Wilkam Humphreys
thinks so. As a member of the Royal Amny
Service Corps, who served under Field
Marshall Montgomery in 1942, he summed
up why there conmfinues to be a sirong
dasira to support and remember the
veterans and events of Waorld War Two:

“At long last they [the younger genaration)
have seen the errors of fheir elders” ways.
They frust polificians far less fhan we used
fo and we are winming the baltle of moving

away from war as a means of achieving
stabifity.™

For many veterans this year's memorial
Jaml-cas at El Alamein represented the [ast
chance for tham to walk nat only amongst
their fallen Mmends, brothers and com-
rades-in-anms but also through the ranks of
their dead foes - an ever increasing
measure of the drive towards reconcilia-
tion.
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December 2005 saw the launch of the second install- Thia
ment of Alex-Med's monograph seres. Entiled The
Fogtebs: An Alexandrian Saga, the monograph is a
teshimony to Alexandria’s social history during the first
hall of the twenbieth century and gives a highly
persanal account of an Alexandrian famiy. The book
= comprised of three documents — a namalive kong
out of prnt, an unpublished memoir, and a leter,
wiritten by diferent members of the Zogheb famiby:
Count Patnce de Zoghed, Jame Sinand Horwilz and
Christian Aycub. Together, these paint a rich tapestry
of e epoch. The moncgraph i further enhanced by
a wealth aof original photographs from the period.
Marmy of ihese provice a unique glimpse of
Alexandria‘s pasl and are being published for the Tirst
firme

Alemandra, 18231824

The Zoghebs were Catholics from Syria, but count-
lass other families have a similar history, Olhers came
fram other countries or prociaimed different faiths, bul
the pattern is more o less the same. For generations
they led a life of comfort in cosmapalitan Alexandria,
waalherirg plagues, revolts, the Brtish occupabon,
bwea Waorld Wars, nationalism, and wars with the West,
Against he Dackdrop of their domestic dramas, his-
torical events unfolded thal inevitably changed their
world beyond recognition so thal it was thers no
larger, Aleng with ather cosmopalitan families, they
left Alexandria for good, and with their deparfure a
whiole way of life was lost forever. However, it was not
oty their lifiestyle that came Bo an and, but the Zoghsb
family line as well, for no member of the family
survivied M Alexandra. Soma of their houses do still
ramain  standing, mosthy in oreins, but who in
Alexandria loday knows 1hat hey were onca inhabited
by membears of the Zogheh famiy?

In her memoir, The Zogheb Saga, written between
1845 and 1959, Janie Sinand Harwilz begins:

“f am going fo recount the story of my family o you,
Dan't pul a facs, if's an extraordinary family... . But my
Farmily (5 not oot of the orinany just on accownl of its
members; its sefing, cfimate and epoch are also
extraovdinarny.”

THE ZOGHEBS

AN ALEXANDRIAN SAGA

The experience of Alaxandran cosmopoiitanism was
a unique ane, the product of a cantain time and cartain
circumstances. The Zoghab family azemplifies tis
axpirsnce: 8 man of unkrown ongins, probably fram
Damascies, arived in Alexandria during the middia of
ihe ninefeanth candury, His son married a young
Syrian waman who, ke his own family, spoke only
Arabsc and dressed in native Synan clothes, He
amassed a vast foriena and was annobled. Thair
children formed the nast ganeration of Alaxandnan
anstocracy; they spoke French ard little or no Arabsc,
fraveled abroad, and lost or spent money as aasily as
fhey made it It s as if nothing of their recant pasl
remained.

& porirait of ane of the Bamiy members, Hilda

“WWhy fell it me?!

“To save from atWivion thoge grandmathers, aunts,
houses, epochis, and anfedifvwian merdalities”

The achon takes place in Egypd. No, not the Egypd of
the Pharachs, but that of the Khedives. However,
carmpared lo prasent day Egyt, I seems just as
distant, Bui that isn't exactly comec! ffe achion does
nodf fake place in Egypd, but in Alexandria. (105 not tha
same thing. Alexandria may not be Eurape, but it's
ned Afriea aitfrer. '8 the Lavar, 15 ona of the parls
af the Levant, and a gateway o he Megilerransan.
This cify has bean a mesting place for peaple of all
races for wenly centuies or so. s a ciy with a
menowned past of wihich there remains noffhing,
neither Lighthouwse nor Library.”

Children playing at the Alexandria Sparting Glub, 1937
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Alex-Med's commitment Lo premating, desumenting and safe guarding Alexandria's
rich architectural heritage received a welcomead boost in 2005 with the implemeanta
tion of the Moroni project. Lucianc Moroni, an established Ralian photographer,
read an article in an Egyplian weekly newspaper aboul the Alex-Med endeavors 1o
identify, document and raise awaremess regarding the endangered Alexandrian
architectural heritage. He expressed his interest to financially support the documen-
Lation of selected significant endangerad buildings in Alexandria and it was agread
that Alex-Med would organize a survey of the selected buildings. Ten buildings were
initially photographed befare four were selected for the project These buildings ane:

= Villa Lutsats Pasha (now Belges Schaool)
« Sabil and Kuttab EI Khaoli

= Wekalel Toussoun

Freliminary field swrveys on each
building are currantly baing carriad
out by a member of Alex-Med's
Heritage Unit and four recently grad-
uated students from the Facully of
Engineering, department of archi
tectura, thus introducing the new
genaration of architects to the value
of Alexandna's cultural herifage. The
dimensions have been laken in
order to produce accurate plans,
saclions and alavalions and the
miaterial will then be published. As a
result it is hoped presentafions and
varows seminars will lake place as
well as public awaraness of such
builldings heaightened. A workshop
will be held at the Bibliotheca
Alexandnina in February 2006 to
discuss and evaluale the experience
in preparation for fulure efforts of
this nature.

Alax-Med would like o thank Mr
Moroni for his interest, commitment
and financial support wathowt which
the project would not have been
possible,

HondrSn

Father Maurice Martin

p=

and
Anahide Méramedjian

On Tuesday 24th February 2004, the Alexandria and
Mediterranean Research Center honored two of Egypt's
song and daughters in recognition of their lifelong careers
dedicated to boaks and knowladge. In a small celebration,
tha Library of Alexandria paid homage to Jesuit Fathar
Maurice Martin and Anahide Méramedjian. Dr. Mohamead
Awad, director of Alex-Med, gave two plates of honor o
Father Martin (collecied by Pere Magon on his behalf) and
o Anahide Méramedjian, in recognition of their careers
dedicated to the culture and knowledge:

"... to have offered ftheir whole lives to the culture and
knowledge, withoul awaiting anything in exchange.”

For a lang time, Fathar Maurice Marlin was the director of
the library of the Jesuits in Caire, which holds
bibliographical, documentary, carographic and icono-
graphic material that today is a treasure for archivists and
researchers worldwide, Father Martin is also known as an
impassionad orientalist and a famous historian, especially
regarding Coplic culture.

The other recipient, Anahide Méramedjian, managed her
bookshop, Vient de Paraifre, in Alexandria for more than 30
vaars. For a long time afier the departure of the foreign
communities from the city, it was the only place where
foraign books could be found and accessed.

"

,,
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Anahides Wiemmedisn snd Pam Hegon, recslaing the awaid on Bafal ol Fajbsr kardin,
Dol M mwsis Wom Or. Wohomed Samd
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Recipe supplied by Antigone Katsibri

Every port, such as Alexandria, has a traditional seafood
soup that takes advantage of the incredibly rich variety of
fish found in the waters of the Mediterransan, Bowllla-
baizse (from the French bowiler and adaizser, "boil” and
“reduce’] is a dish whose beauty lies in is simglicity and
practicality. The dish’s origins are in the stews that were
typically cooked on the beaches by the fisherman, using
what was left in their nets after their catch had been sold in
the markets, Whilst ingredients may vary from region to
region, the soup is made in one pot and combines flavors
and ingradients that have served the region for centuries.

Serves 6 e
Ingredients

& Shnmps

1 Crab

3 Red Mullet

1 Sola

1 Sea Bass

4 Carrots

4 Potatoes

1 Onicn

2 Bay Leaves

1 Bunch of Celery
1 Big Cup of live Oil
34 Lemaons

2 Eggs

Salt and Pepper
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Method

1) Peel and chop the carrots, potatoes and onien and place in a large casserole
dish. Add water, bay leaves, celery, seasoning and half the olive oil and bring fo
boil.

2) Place the sea bass, red mullet, shrimps, iqﬂr'and crab in the casserale dish
ensuring there is enough water covering the ingreédients.

3 When the fish is cooked, remove the sea bass and hall of the vegetables and
arrange on a separate plate. Serve, spreading the remainder of the olive oil over
the fish,

4} Take out the remaining vegetables with the red mullet, sole, shrimps and crab
and remove flesh (do not throw out the water)” Place both the fish and vegetables
in a blander until smooth and creamy,

5) Take the two eggs and whisk in a bowl whilst slowly adding the lemon juice.
Onece mixed thoroughly, add two tablespoons of the hot water and confinue to
whisk until weall mixed.

E) Slowly add the egg mixture and blended fish and vegetables to the remainder
of the hot water, stir and boil before serving.

Alex-Med

to Launch its own Webs1te

LEX %
BIBLIOTHEC A ALEXANDRIMA,

January 2006 will see the launch of Alex-Med's official website giving the department increased coverage and providing a platform from which to

promate projects, events and publications.

Intraductory pages giving background information on the departmeant, individuals involved and contact details will pracede more in-depth informa-
lion on on-going projects in the fields of history, archeolagy, arts and culture, architecture and urban planning and econamy and development.
The site will also provide information on forth coming events as well as future Alex-Med books, monographs, guides, maps and CDs, The
Alex-hMed newsletter will be archived and available on line. In addition, there will be a slide show featuring a senes of photographs by Alex-Med's
photographer, Abdallah Dawestashy, and some chps for the recently completed and highly successful Med-Voices project. The site 15 due o be
up and running at the end of January. For more information please see overeaf for contact details.

www . bibalex.orglalexmed

aler. mee(QDbibater. mg
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ALEX-MED NEWSLETTER

Bringing the Mediterranean Together
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This newslelier hopes to reach a wide public, boih locally and internationally, It brings 1o you
news aboul Alax-Med and Alaxandria, and encourages vou o sand your contribulions. I you
wollld like 1o send your views, commeants or contribule to topics related o Alexandria and the
Mediterransan ploase use the contact detalls below. Regular sactionz include an “Alexandnian
Arists Comer” where young Alexandran artists can pubilish their poetry or display their art; a
gastronomical page 1o illustrats the diversity and simitarity of the Mediterransan cuisine, a page
on an Alesandrian personage and another on an Alexandnan building or nelghborhood, and a
page of photography that captures sceres from averyday life in Alexandria. Our mission is 1o
invalve you in our activites and in the making of a new Alexardia — one that honors the past,

respects diversity and rises fo the challengss of the 21t century,

Credit for the graphics goes to Flora Cavoura and, unless otherwise stated, to Abdallah

Dawestashy for pholographs,

Forthcoming events

Documentation of Endangerad Architectural Heritage in Alexandria

Workshop 5 February 2006

Celebration of the 2nd Congress of the Mediterranean Society of Comparative Education

Conferance 4 - B February 2006

Philosophy During the Hellenistic Period in Alexandria
Conferance 8, 9 & 10 March 2006

La transission des connaissances des savoir et des cultures : Alexandrie, métaphore de |a

francophonie {in collaboration with Sengor University)
Conference 12, 13, 14 & 15 March

Contact us:

if wou wantto be added to our mailing list, please fill in the form and either mail or email it o ws.
I you would like o sand a letler to the Edilor or 1o contribute o he newslelter (githar an aricle

in Arabic. English or French, or a poem)) please send It to:

The Alexandria & Mediterranean Research Center, Bibliotheca Alexandring

Chatby 215260, Alexandria, Egvpl.

or
alex. med@blbalex.org
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