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Alexandria and the Mediterranean

Dialogue

A Space for

THE PLACE: A] [ XANDEIA
THE TIME: 331 BCE

"Thare s an island called Pharos in the rolling
seas off the moutfr of the Mite, a day's sail ouf for
a wall-found vessel with a roaring wind asfarm”

This was the coast, desoribad by Homer in the
Odyssey, that Alexander the Great chose for his
nesw cily. Aller seaking the oracke’s approval of his
choice of site, he paid personal attention o the
cily's planning. the layoul of the sireets, the
location of important buildings and the network of
cisterns. Legend has | that the seers prophesied
that Alexandria would be a city of pluraliam and
abundancs, tact 15 that the
Mediterranean Alexandria remains the one city
slill famous for having been founded by Alexandear
the Great, and that has maintained a mesmearizing
hold over people's imagination. || was the first
manifestation of intemationalism in the world.

The historiosl

Alexander was no ordinary congueror; his vision
was to Helienize the world by uniting its
civilizations under a common cullure, for the good

Demetrius of Phalerum

and Exchange

s

of humanity. During the three hundred years of
Ptolemaic rule, Alaxandria shone as the capital of
antiquity and its center of kearning and research,
and its lighthouse the Pharos — one of the seven
wonders of the ancient word - endurez as the
gternal symbol of enlightenmeant,

THE INSTITUTIONS Demstrius of Phalerum, an
Athenian statesman, organized the establishment
ot & great ressarch centar in Alexandria. Plolemy
Soter | started implemeanting the vision In 220 BCE,
and Ptolemy |l Philadelphus completed the con-
siruction. One institution was the research center,
the Moussion {Temple to the Musss), and the other
was the Library attached to it This Library bacamea
the first public library to be owned by the state and
the only truly universal library in the ancient world,
with holdings estimated at 700,000 scrolis. Eventu-
ally a daughter library was linked to the Serapeum,
to the =zouth of the cty, For hundreds of years
learmning and research in all fields of knowledge
were pracliced in Alexandria. @ was here hal
Ariztarchus proclaimed thal the earth revolves
round the sun, that Hipparchus measured the solar
yvear with six and a half minutes accuracy, thai
Eratosthenes measured the ciroumference of the
earth. Mathematicians such as Archimedas, Ewclid,
Theon and Hypatia, grammanans and posts like
Callimachus and Theocritus — to nama but a few —
produced their great works in Alexandna.
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The translation of the Old Testament from
Hebrew into Greak, Neoplatonism, Gnosticism,
the Alexandna School of Thought, and the debate
over the nalure of Chrisl were all part of the
spirtual, intelleciual and philosophical activities in
the city. Alexandrian scholarship acguired a
legendary status that survives in human memaony,

THE PLACE: A} T X ANDELA
THE TIME:THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

“We shall ...
ciffures and & forum for enfightened dislogue
hafwaan civifizations, i arder fo promole peacs,
tolerance, respect for differences. and the appre-
clalion and proteclion of cultural diversity within
aur globalizing word. "

sinwve fo make i/ a mealing place for

Suzanne Mubarak
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Or. lemall Seragldin, Mrs. Laura Bush, M. Suzanne Mubarak, Dr. Mohamed Awad

THE INSTITUTION: Alexandria University called
for the revival of the ancient library. The idea,
adopted by the First Lady, Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak,

and by UNESCO and other international organiza-
tions, became a reality. The Bibliotheca Alexand-

rina = or the new Library of Alexandria - is situated
very close to the site of the old library in the
Brucheion {the Ancient Royal Quartaer), overlooking

the Silsileh Peninsula - the anciant Caps Lochias -

and the Mediterranean. It aims to be:

1. The world's window on Egypt

2. Egypt's window on the world

3. A library for the new digital age
4. A center of learning and dialogue

The new Library 1= not just a store room for books.
It has a congress center thal seats up to 2,000
peopla, a library for the visually challenged, a
library for children, & young psople’s library, an

internet archive, a planetarium, an exploratorium,

anent exhibitions.

“To be a space of freedom, where dialogue with the
other can take place.”

Ismail Serageldin

THE TIME: THE TWENTYFRST CENTUREY

THE CENTER: The Alexandria and Mediterranean
Research Center (Alex-Med) was established as
part of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina in April 2003 to
be Egypt's link with the Mediterranean, and to be a
center for conducting comprehensive research
refated to the past, present and future of Alaxan-
dria.

*The Great Library of Alexandria is rebom. And now
the Mediterranean must regain ifs unify."

Romano Prodi

Proods b el il

Alexandria's historical role has been to promote a
heaalthy spirit of diversity, pluralism, and tolerance.
Its interaction across the ages with other
civilizations of the Mediterranean contributed to
cultural exchange throughout the whole area.
Today, the Bibliotheca Alexandrina and Alex-Mad
are committed to reviving that rode once more. By
placing itself in the Mediterranean, the Center
seeks to encourage dialogue and muiual under-
standing, and to countar cultural stereotyping.
Relations between the northern and southern
Mediterranean, and with the European commu-
nity, are fostered in order to reinforce the
Mediterranaan's role today as the mealing point
of civilizations.

By Mohamed Awad
Director of The Alexandria and Mediterranaan
Ressarch Center

Pl by M. F
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Sir John Antoniadiz iz the perfect example of
Alexandrian cosmopolitanism  and diversity. A
Britizh subject who hailed from the Greek izland of
Lemnos, Antoniadis was an Alexandrian and a
generous patron of the city and = Greek
community. In the mid-nineteenth century, he
developed a gardan estate which was to becomea
the most famous in Alexandria. Many parties weara
held in these gardens, among them one in honor of
Khedive lzmail, which was attendad by the young
Prince Tewfik (the Khedive's son and the heir to the
throne of Egypt) as well as the elite society of

When the Antoniadis Villa and Gardens were
donated to the Municipality of Alexandria by their
last owner Antony Antoniadis, they were used as a
auast housa to host Egypt's visiting dignitaries,
including the kings of Belgium, Greece and ltaly,
tha Shah af lran and his Egyptian wife, Princess
Fawzia. The Villa witnessed significant historical
events, such as the signing of the Anglo-Egyplian
Treaty of 1936 and the founding of the Arab League
in 1845. Events of a lighter nature were also
conducted there: throughout the thirties and forties,
garden parties warna thrown and flower shows wara
heldd annually.

Thers are archeological remainz in the garden,
including & gnostic tomb and a cistern. Thers Is also
a tropical greenhouse, as well &5 French and ltalian
pardens,

The Villa has now becomea parl of the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina, and will eventually house Alex Med.
The rch cultural background of this magnificant
location is an added inspiration for the diversity,
pluraliem and interaction that the Mediterranean
represents. Howewver, the Villa needs to be
renovated, and a campaign is being launched 1o
raize the necassary funds.
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Evoking the Spirit

Recreating the city
By Malak Rafla

One of the mssions of Alex-Med 15 to revive the role of
Alexandria, both ancient and modern, as & model of
cosmopolitanism, tolerance and pluralism. For this reason,
Alex-Med s initiating & series of round-table discussions in
which leading experts on Alexandria will gather to discuss the
phenomenan known as “Alexandrianism’, and attempt to
define the term through an examination of the political, social,
religious, geographical, historical, urban, linguistic and literary
aspects of Alexandrian cosmopolitanism. The first round-table
discussion was held 28-30th Apnl 2004, Owver a penod of
three days, scholars from all around the world addressed
issues of cosmopoltanism, dentity, language, institutions,
literature, and the relations between the foreign communities
and the government and their own countries.,

Speakers came from Eurcpe, the United States, Cairo and
Alexandria, and included renowned scholars, novelists, and
arfists, most of whom were originally Alexandrians. Among
them were Robert Bauvall, Mostafa el Abbadi, Jean-Yves
Empereur, Bojana Mojsov, Farouk Abaza, Edwar el Kharrat,
lorahim Abdel Meguid, Michasl Haag, John Rodenbeck,
Joseph Boulad, Mona e Seguini, Paul Balta, Habib Tawa,
Harry Tzalas, Kenneth Brown, Roberd Sole, llios Yananakis,
Mohamed Awad, Sahar Hamouda, Josiane Boulad-Ayoub,
Chewikar Abdel Aziz, Hala Halim, Sandro Manzoni, Efthi-
mous Soloyvanis, and Alexandra Charitatou.

All agreed that the particular cosmopolitanism of the 19th and
early 20th century had ended forever, yet the values of the
open city, of tolerance, respect for the other and diversity,
could be revived o recreate the city

While the conference was intense in terms of its scholarly
debates and presentations, it also hosted some stars who
gave an artistic dimension to the gathering of Alexandrians
celebrating their city

KL Brossm, M. Awad, H. TEalas, G, WMous ks

Cn 29 April, Alexandrian born singer Georges Moustaki spoke
to the audience about his experience as a child growing up in
cosmopolitan Alexandria. Afterwards, the participants went to
the city center where he and the Director of Alex-Med,
Mohamed Awad, unveiled a commemorative plagque in the
entrance of the house he had lived in. On the following day,
Alexandrian born film director, Youssef Chahine, came from
Cairo to speak to the audience about his new film Alexandnia
New York. Mohamed Awad announced that Mr. Chahine had
promised him that he would donate his belongings to the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina. The news was raceived with a great
deal of applausa, sinca one of the missions of Alex-Med is to
acquire collections of eminent Alexandrians to make the
Library the greatest repository of all material related to the
city.

Evoking the Spirit
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While the legacy of cosmopolitan Alexandria was one of the focal points of the
discussion, on the final day of the round table, the distinguizhed scholars also related
the phenomena of “Alexandrianism” and “cosmopolitanism™ to contemporary
Aleccandria and ite future. In 20 doing, they suggested ways in which Alex-Med could
promote its mission in the areas of both research and development, and thus
contribute actively o the city’s development

Symbolically, the closing ceremony on 20 April was a concert given at the Bibliotheca
Alexandring by Georges Moustaki, who was calebraling his 70t birthday in his home
Iowwvn, Alexandria. The concart was organized Jointly by the French Cultural Center of
Alecandria and the Arts Centar and Alex-Med of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina. Finally,
all the speakers of the conference were invited to a ball celebrating the singer's
birthday, held at the Greek Consul's residence. The festivities accompanying the
round table on Alexandrianism indicated the joy with which Alexandrians celebrated
their city and the optimizm with which they held its future.

E Khamat 5 Hamcuda,
I Andal Meagud

Youssal Chahine & Mohamed Avad

A, Charilalow, 5, Mardoni
HE C Atharscmds, B Scoukbyannms

M. Aaead, '3, Hamaouds,
J. Rodenbeck, | lermskakis
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Omar Toussoun

Prince of Alexandria
By Laura Khandjian

Feaople come and go, bul once in a while a hgure
makes a great impact on a day, a life, or a nation.
Cmar Towssoun, Prince of Alexandria, was one
such figure who improved the lives of many of his
fellow countrymen and contnbuted much to the
progress of the nation, his beloved Egypl.

On 17th February 2005, the Alexandna and
Mediterranean Research Center [Alex-Med) at
the Bibliotheca Alexandnna celebrated the gener-
ous donation of all Prince Omar Toussoun's own
pubdications, by his grandson, Prince Hussein
Toussoun and his wife Princess Mounira and two
daughters, the Princesses Karima and Yazsmina

These not only added to the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina’s valuable collections, but also shed
light on the kegacy and devotion of a great man's
patrictism. The gift included a collection of rare
books about the monasteries of Wadi el-Natroun,
in addition to books on antiquities, especially tha
sunken antiquities in Abu Qir to the east of
Alexandria.

One of the main factors that contributed to the
Prince’s popularity during his lifetime, was his
ambition o improve many aspects of the nation
ranging from political and moral life to agriculture
and economy. The Prince owned vast areas of
farmland on which he established model villages.

In =0 doing, he sirove not only to increase
productivity, but more specifically to improve the
living slandards of these farming communities. It
was this kind of attitude that led the peasants to call
him affectionately Abul-Fellah, or, father of the
peasant,

Toussoun was also wellHoved for his nationalism. It
was he who first thought of sending a Wafd, or
delagation, o Versailles to ask for Egypt's indapean-
dencea in 1919, Throughout his life he spent much
time, enargy and maney o promote the wealfara of
Egypt and the Muslim and Arab word, He was
president and active member of over BO charnty,
acadamic and spors arganizations in Egypl.

Alihough soms research has been conducted on
the Princa, to further cammemorate the occasion,
Alex-Mad published the monograph, Omar Tous-
saun: Prince of Alexandria by Dr, Sahar Hamaowda
Complementing existing resesarch, tha monograph
throws light on the controversial periad of Egyplian
history during which Omar Toussoun lived, Com-
prised of four chaptars, it paints the portrait of &
man who commandead the love and respact of the
Egyplian nation, and who contributed much to the
country’s progress

Prrce Husssin Tovsecun, Gerersl Abdel Sslam El Mehgoub, Dr, lsmail Seragekding, Princess Kaere Togsscun, Princass Mounrs Toussaun, O, Mehamed Ssad
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The celebration of Prince Omar Toussoun's life
and work on 17 February 2005 attracted nol only
his family and friends, but many Alexandrians,
including prominent figures such as the Governor
of Alexandria, H. E. Genaral Abdel Salam el
Mahgoub, and guests from Cairo
tion included speechas by a numbear of personali-
ties and specalists such as Dr. Ismail Serageldin,

The celabra-

the Directar of the Biblotheca Alexandring, Dr
Mohamed Awad, the Direcior of Alex-Med,

ahar Hamouda, Mohamed Awad, |==ail Serageldn,
Mshmaud Abaza Musiobs o Ao

Or. Sahar Hamouda the author of the monogragh
and Deputy Director of Alex-Med, Dr. Mostafa El
Abbadi, an eminent historian at Alexandria
University and President of the Archeoclogical
Society, Mr. Ahmead Abdel Fattah, formear Diractor
of the Greco-Roman Museum, Dr. Mahmood
Abaza the prominent historian, and Mr. Ahmed
Abdel-Mongim, who recounted many touching
memories of his childhood on the Prince’s daira in
Tafteesh-el-Khazzan.

Man's yeaming for progress and knowledge has
echoed throughout history. Throwgh their pursuit,
individuals have contributed to the evolution of

mankind. By hig valuable work in many fields,
Prince Omar Toussoun played an important rola
in his country's progress. In celebrating his life
and work, Alex-Med hopes that his example may
inspire fulure genarations of his countrymean and

- |
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Sitting In the glassed-in prow of the Elite Restaurant on
Sharla Safia Zaghboul, one has the surreal iImpression of
voyaging in a strange boat, plowing the curments of the
evening crowds_ So it ks satisfying to leam that when the
open-alr temrace of the onginal restaurant was first
covanad over, limbar from a shipwreck was used In the
construction, Madame Chrstina Conrstantinou. who
passed away on 13 May 2005, took over the resiaurant
from its French and Greak owners In 1853, and bacama
one of the fixiures of the city. The restaurant s now nun
by her son, Alkls Malheos.

By Keith Miller

Madame Chrislina first ransformead the restaurant into a
nightclub specializing in Greek dance music. This was
vary successiul, bul the late howrs and high taxas forced
her to abandon thal par of the establishment.

Ehe then set aboul creating & resisurant with an
aimosphere welcoming to arlists and businessman,
arictocrats and the hoi polloi. The walls contain murals
by Greek painfer Michael Vafiadis and Alexandran
Ahmed Mustsfa (don’t miss his brillkand, §© somewhat
soiled, "Zodiac” on the ceiling of the nner pari of the
restaurant |, as well as 2 superb collacfion of posters and
paintings. There are also two framed photocopies of
Cavafy manuscripis (the orginals are in Mr. Matheos™
houss in Paris). Though Madame Christina acquired the
restaurant after Cafavy's death, sha remembered, as a
young girl, seeing him wandering through the streets.
Upon mesfing a friend, she once =zaid, he would inguire
where the acguaintance was going, and then sadiy
affirm that he was heading in the opposite direction.

The eclactic decoration, the superb location — ideal for
people-watching — and the (sreek and continental meanu
gifracted the likes of Edith Piaf, Um Kefthoum, Dalida,
Cheeen Fanda and Queen Nariman, and Jihan el-Sadat,
Today, through the strains of French pop or Latin jazz,
half a dozen languages may be heard at the diner-fike
tables, as the remnants of the city's once-numerous
Graek population and local French and British residants
sip Stellas and dip tahina along with foreign tourists and
young Egyplian couples seeking a quiet placea far a chat,

.

Y
Chriglina Constantinou
Mr. Matheos says the restaurant is better than ever, and
in December 2005 will be opaning an art gallary, called
The Red Gallery, next door to the Elite. The gallery will
be a showcase for young Egyplian ariists. "Egypt is not
only & country of antiquities, but has also excellent
modam artists,” says Mr. Matheos. "We need to
remembsar the past, but slso focus on the future.”

Our sincere condolences o Mr. Matheos and family for
the sad lnss of Madame Christinea Constantinou whio
passed away shorily after this article was orginally
written.
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The Mediterranean Speaks

Mediterranean voices: oOral History and Cultural Practices in the Mediterranean

By Malak Rafla

Mediterranean Voices is a8 major ethnographic
study and partnership inifiative between London
Metropolitan University and a variety of institutions
in the Mediterrangan, and iz funded by the
European Union. The broad scope of the project is
to document the aral histories and memories of the
inhabitants of several Mediterranaan cities such as
Alexandria, Ancona, Beirut, Bethlehem, Chania,
Ciutat de Mallorca, Granada, Istanbul, Las Palmas
de Gran Canaria, Marssille, Nicosia North, Nicosia
South, and Valletta. As the inhabitants record their
testimonies of family histories, important national
and intermational events, rituals, customs, worship,
and folklore, a rich mosaic of Mediterranaan life

EZHARED SPACES
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emerges that will be accessed through the web on
a multimedia and multiingual database. While the
material collected will be ultimately deployed to
creata a virual reprasentation of the cosmopolitan
urban spaces and everyday cultural practices
which define the “uniqgueness™ of these neighbor-
hoods, the emphasis will alzo be on the identificat-
ion and dissemination of a Mediterranaan regional
cultural hertage constitluted and nourished by the
histaric transnational and diasporic links between
the Mediterransan cities chosen as part of this

project.

The essantlal thame of Alexandria’s interviews is
“Continuity and Discontinuity®, The fabled cosmo-
politan Alexandria of myth and literature ended in
the 1950= and 1960s. But it remains the “capital of
memory” that survives in the urban spaces wea, the
inheritors of this legacy, stll move in, and in the
memoary and oral narratives of those who experi-
enced it, whether they were foreigners or Egyptians
= regardless of social clazs = and whether they left
or stayed. Alex-Med has recorded some 110
interviews representing fifteen ethnic groups and
three faiths, some of whom continue to live in
Alexandria, and others who have left but somehow
retain a relationship with their native city.

ates. medl(@bibater. g

Randa Ahmaed, Flona Cavouwm, Yassar Anef, Chistisnng Nasser, Sahar Hamouda,

Tiry Seadwyn, Mlohamed Awad, Eassm Barokal, Moharmsd of Elkiaky

They tell their stories that color the kaleidoscope of
the city of “five races, five languages and a dozen
creads”, az Lawrence Durrell described it, recollect-
ing fragments of parsonal history that reach back to
their schooldays and even further in time to the
circumstances that led fo their ancestors’ immigra-
tion fo Alexandria and how the city became a safe
haven in differant ways o each person. This is
portrayed against & backdrop of local Alexandrian
encial life and Egyptian history of the [ate
ninsteanth to the twentieth century including
nationalist movements, anti-British demonstrations,
the 1952 revolution, the nationalization of the Suez
Canal and the Triple Aggression of 1956, the
naticnalizations and land laws of the 19603, and the
mass exodus of foreigners from Alexandria, which
was counterad by internal immigration from Upper
Egypt. Nubia and the counfryside. This sketch of
national history is depicted on a broader back-
ground of international events such as the massa-
cre of the Armenians and their escape o Cyprus
and Egypt, the Russian revolution, the Second
World War and the Palestinian crisis.

The interviews show how these three levels of
personal, national and international history overlap
and affect each other and how all those communi-
tles co-existed in Alexandria, making it the

cosmopolitan city par excellence,

T i e

The interviewees — many of whom lived throwgh
the golden age of the forties — also give their own
opinions of the particular brand of Alexandrian
cosmopolitanizm and pluralism, and share memo-
ries of daily life in different neighborhoods, and of
the customs which were passed down through
space and time, contributing to the identity of
Alexandria. Med Voices has tried to capture and
preserve that fading image of cosmopolitan
Alexandria. In so doing, however, it has also given
voice to ocal Egyptians who are usually absent
from this tale of cosmopolitan Alexandria, and
who represant the marginalized neighborhoods,
such as Gheit el Enab, Kom el Dikka and
Karmouz, that are as much part of Alexandria as
is Lawrence Durrell's European town. Mor are the
interviews entirely located in the past The
contemporary city is also represented, with its
rapidly growing population that is changing the
character of these neighborhoods, its wrban
density and new development schemes that are
threatening its rich heritage, and the discovery of
the underwater archeoclogy that is rocking the
world. In addition, many scenes of contemporary
everyday life are captured, reflecting the changing
social order and practices that either usher in a
new age, or affirmn the continuation of the past,
adapted to =uit the changing times.

In addition o the website, the project has also
held several exhibitions, one of which was joint
between Alexandria, Ancona, Beirut, Bethlehem
and Split. As its fitle Shared Spaces in Times of
Criges indicates, the exhibition aimed to show
how the inhabitants of each city co-existed and
sharad common space during crises, It explored
themes such as cosmopolitanism, migration,
nostalgia, perceptions of security, identity, ethnic-
ity, ciizenship, tradition and modemity, mobility,
and pearcaplions of the other. The exhibition was
inaugurated on 16 December 2004 in the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, and then traveled to
Beirut, Fiorli and Bethleham.

Alexandria
LT bl ) -
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The Mediterranean in Afffexand+'ia

By Laura Khandjian

In an era where technological and economical
advancement determines a country's  future,
nations are pausing to reflect on the rich histories
and culiurez that have propelled them into the
21st century. With a common yearning for future
advancement whilst honoring the past, a number
of Mediterranean nations came together with the
aim of fostering dialogue among themselves and
strengthening the parnership betwesn coastal
Mediterrangan cities. This gawe bith to the
intemational event “The Mediterranean CCity:
Dialogus among Cultures".

LY. PEoTeaTesd Sraiad, LV, Faivian] Seavanf ki, Uraisl Al ol e < Kol
When the world was once believed to be flat, the
Mediterranean region was considered the centre
of the universe. Mirroring the magnitude of its role
throughout history, the Mediterranaan still remains

a vast mosaic of cultures, languages, and
heritages. The event thus not anly celebrated the
history and culture of the Mediterranean city, but
also underlined its importance as a pivotal
alement for the advancemeant of the region in the
21st century, promoting a belter understanding of
its shared legacy and contibuting to peace,
cooperation and common prosperity. The event,
held at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, was arga-
nized jointly by Alex-Mead and Studio Bertocchini &
Ruggeerg, Launched by the Workd Bank and
supported by the ltalian Trust Fund for Culture and
Sustainable Development, the event shed light
upon the Mediterranean culiure as a sum of the
similarities and differences of 1= people, and
crealted a channal of communication on an
intermational platform.

The event embraced twelve participating Mediter-
ranean cities: Alexandria, Algiers. Athens, Barce-
lana, Bairut, Genoa, Istanbul, Marsaille, Maples,
Fiome, Tunis and Venice, each uniguely contribut-
ing to the cosmopolitan myth of the Mediterranean
city, The opaning ceramony on 21 February 2005
started by H.E. Dora Bakoyianni, the Mayor of
Athens, inaugurabing an intermational extibtion at
the Bibliotheca Alexandrina. This exhibition
included visual dizplays by the participating cities
an their history, recent achievemeants and virlual
urban development, which further enabled the
visualization of the Mediterransan ideals. At & time
wheara globalization has accelarated the merging
of cultures, the displays showed how each city has
contributed to the myth of the Medileranaan cily
and how it iz planning its future.
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Starting on 21st February 2005 and ending on 14th
March 2005, the exhibition was comprizsed of two
sections, The first provided a general retrospective
of the Mediterransan city along significant themes
such as pdlitical influences, trade links, religious,
cultural and scientific exchanges. The second
section focused on the history, recent achieve-
ments and development plans of selecled Mediter-
ranean cities,

Following the exhibition's inauguration, speeches
weara given by prominent figuras, all sharing parallel
visions of the imperative role that the Mediterra-
nean city plays, The speakars included the Director
of the Biblictheca Alexandrina, Dr. Ismail
Seragelding the Governor of Alexandria, H. E.
Genaral Abdel Salam el Mahgoub; the Director of
the World Bank's departiment for Egypt, Yemsen and
Djibauti, Mr. Emmanuel Mbi; the Consul General of
Italy in Alexandna, H. E. Mr. Gianni Martini, and the
Executive Director of the Anna Lindh Euro-
Mediterranean Foundation for Dialogue between
Cultures, Dr. Traugott Schoefthaler. The opening
ceremony concluded with an opsra performance by
the ltalian tenor Vincenzo la Scola.

The event included four pancls, where officials,
reprasentatives and organizations from the major
Mediterranean cities along with selected spacialists
discussed the policies that affect their cities and
their future development

IS

The host city being Alexandria, E'Madﬂities
included a Special Alexandna Evenl WEL'H_;]IE Alex-
Med mounted an exhibition of its virtual plan'ofthe
development of the city's Eastern HarBof that
would resurrect the vitality of an ara Ithég had, in
ancient limes, been a key to Almanﬂr}_ﬂ'_ﬁ fame
and prospearity. r‘ A JI
]

Thisplan consisted of  Six rain” dad loprment

sites, including a design of the urban landscape
surrounding the Bibliotheca . Al dfifa- The
public was abla loexa ings, modgls and

a brochure that"Would enable the audiense. to
envision and caplure the sense of how Alexandria
can advance into the 21st century whilst honoring
its rich history. Complementing the special event
was the publication of the book MedCities,
presenting the cities’ ongoing and future urban
development projects as an integral part of
cultural, socio-econamic, political and environ-
mental development,

Moreover, in order 1o engage the clizens of
Alzxandna, especially i1s young people, In the
future and sustainable development of their city,
Alex-Med organized in collaboration with  the
Governorate of Alexandria a compefition for the
redevelopment of the Eastern Harbor and its
waterfrant, The compstition was open o all
Egyptian  architects. OFf the 32 tsams and
individuals who paricipated, threse were awarded
prizes and five others were granted encourage-
ment prizes in a celebration held in the Library on
28t May 2005,

History was not created in a day, and nor will the
future we strive for, However, by promoting
dialogue between Alexandria and her Mediterra-
nean sisters through this Kind of event, Alex-Mead
hopes 1o nurure the bulding blocks of a future
that will provide a better living environment for
generations to come,
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The Alexandria Quartet

"Clip-clopping down the Grande Corniche | studied the light haze on
the horizon and the flat blue expanse of sea with delight. The city
glittered in the sunshine like a jewel. Brilliantly rode the little craft in
the inner basin, parodied by their shining reflections. The minarets
shone loudly.”

Lawrence Durrell

Photos by Abdallah Dawestashy
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Mémoilre des :F'Eﬁl

Exhibition on Alexandria
By Malak Rafla
In the balief that dialogue 15 successhully acheved through
cultural exchangsa, whare there is real equity and whare art
speaks a universal language that transcends bamiers bt
celabrates differance, Alex Med and the Ars Centar of the
Bibliotheca Alexandrina embarked on an innovative approach
to dialogue through painting
The Balgian artist, Jocalyne Mottoulle, was inviled to come 1o
five in Alexandra and work with Alexandrian painter Jihan
Soliman, to produce a joint axhibition of their impressions of
the city. Living in Alexandria naturally gave Jocalyne Mottoulle
a different paerspective from thal of the passing tournst. Both
arlists wearg nalurally affacted by tha histoncal dimensions of
ptace and time. That, together with the dialogue between the
bwa womean, resulied in a unigue exhibiion in wheh they
attempted to blend past and present and push the limits of
space and time not just on canvas but also on the human
level. The exhibition lasted throughout October 2004 and can
be viewsad on the Bibliotheca Alexandrina database.
Jocalyne Mottoulls lives and works in Belgium and France
She has been holding exhibitions since 1988 in Belgium,
France, Italy, the USA and finally in Alexandria. Jihan Soliman
is a lecturer al the Faculty of Fine Arts of Alexandria. She has
been participating in many exhibitions since 1988, and has
had five exhibiions of her own work in Cairo and in
Alexandria
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ExhiFition

F.

: Mémoire des Temps
jecelyne mottoulle
jocelyne s

jiﬁ.nn seliman

dpedpe sy ay Gloaale Sl 4o a

Alexandiia,

Plus balle gue ks mols, los formes el les couleurs, lon apparence ng serall dong

guapparence elemelle, on entend fon marbre el ton granit chanler a chague instant,

On vourdrait gue touf se dresse, perce les fofs ef tel un mirage se mettre & vivre un

instant devant Nos yeux amoureuy, assoiffés de beaulds perdues.

Alexarmdiie,

Feymme millénaire au visage pardu, b es Nimpalpable présence, loppressant

embrassement, la mer de silence aux colleurs de sofeil, lzisse nows Nous elendre &

tes pieds, aftendre fe deferfement des sensalions. voir défiler les signes enfin

dciaircis de fes effluves maring et e plus dtre ren gue désir d'étne entre lac et fvage.
Jocelyne Mottoulle
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Days inte nights, nights into days do turn,

And suns that wane to moons to stars like dust

lagnite the ashen skies once again and burn,

Caught in the transient surge as all lights must.

A stale and stagnant fate watches and walits

Behind the blind-ended dissipated day,

The flame that burns strangles and suffocates,

Consuming and sguirming to delay.

All that shines and fades on the funeral pyre,
has and pain,

FRemade and reliesved as saviours suspire,

Driving the life cycle around again.

Too many times this thought tried and failed,

To reach out, from its pit of sick despair,

Breathing the same used air it has exhaled,

Chained and demented in timea's mortal snare.

Where starting point devours the ending scene,

The faces melt, the bodies mutilate,

And from Eve's navel twisting inbetweean,

Slithers the sead of the ripe fruit she ate,

Feeding the future's hungry humanity,

And the children's cries die to dying screams,

Telling the tale of their insanity

Where nothing is, but only seams,

And there's no way, nor hope of breaking fras,

Deep in this still and silent slow decay,

Mo crushing truth to alter what will be,

Mor bring a new salvation from today,

No clean slates, nor different dawns for tomaorrow,

Mo exits from this sick and circling sorrow,

Malak Rafla

- |
awesen. bebaler. ong



Sept-Dec 2005

Le dialogue

dans Tles pays méditercans

La polikue francaise vis-a-vis des pays arabes esi
ien connoa. Elle est appréciée de lous les peuples
arabes, loul simplement car elle las respecte bels gquils
sonl Celle politique n'est pas une donmée abjective e
immuable. Chacun connail kes conflils qui onl opposd
la France aux Algeriens el aux Egyplans, nolammant,
avant 'arrivée au pouveir du Géanaral de Gaulle. |1 ast
da nolre responsabililé communa de na plus @mais
parmelira de lallas opposibons, da lelles incomprahan-
sions. Dans calle parspaciva, e dialogus des culluras
asl mdispansable.

La palibque da la France dans ks monde araba ast lies
a la bonne comprehension de cella region par das
hommes, an parbcubar. ces damieres anneas, au
president da la Republigus, M. Jacquas Chirac. Mais
51 cas hommes comprannanl les pays arabes mieux
gue daulres, cesl gue nous avons en France un
passs gue |la pluparl das aulras pays cccsdenlaux n'onl
pas el un presanl ouvearl 5ur cas pays.

Lhistoire

Les ligns du passa sont bien connus. Pour ce gui esi
de |'Egypte. on évogue souvent la conguaie de
Eonaparie, qui reste controvers&e, ou bien |a construc-
tion du Canal de Suer par Ferdinand de Lesseps, mais
beaucoup moins le bitisseur de 'Egypie modemse,
Mohamead Ali, qui se plaisait pourtant 8 répater durani
son long régne (1B05-1849) : « Je n'ai d'ami que la
France ». On parlera davantage cetie annee de celie
perinde florssante des relations franco-2gyptiennes
En efiet, 2005 margue ke bicentenaire de son arrives
au pawvair, &t k2 Cenire culiurel francais dAlexandns
organisera un collogue sur « Mohamed Ali et la Francs
# aver le Haut Consesil & la Culture &t la Bibliotheca
Alexandring

Des liens puissants exisient enire ks deux pays durant
foute la durée de son régne. Mohamad Al doit
notammant & l'action courageuse de consuls de
France en Egypte le pachalik an 1805, puis la vice-
royaute & fitre héréditaire en 1840, date & laguelle ke
consul de France lui apporte un soutien sans failke
dans la crise qui Noppose & la Porte,

Maohamed Ali choisit d'anciens soldats de Parmes
d'Crient restés en Egyple aprés le depar de
EBonaparte pour former sa garde rapprochse, A la
chule de Mapoléon, le pacha, percu comme Fheritier
de ses idées en Orient. draine les nostalgiogues de
'Empira, tels le colonel Séve (Soliman pacha), Clot
bey, Besson bey, Planat et bien d'autres... ls
deviennent des fonctionnaires du nowvel Etat égyptien
Les rois de France envoient ensuite des « coopérants
w, surtout dans le domaine militaire, tel Lefébure de
Cerisy qui construira l'arsenal dAlexandrie, mais aussi
pour de grands ocuvrages civils, tels caux adifiés par
Coste. Les Saint-Simaniens, conduits en Egypte par ke
pare Enfantin & partir de 1832, sont & Forigine de
nombreux projets, dont le percement du canal de
Suer

alex. med(Qbébaler. org
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Mohamed Ali choisit également la France pour la
formation de ses élites. Durant fout son régne, il y
enverra des missions scolaires et milifaires. La premigre
misgion scalaire comptera le fameux Rifaa al Tahtawi,
choisit Ferdinand de Lesseps, consul de France &
Alexandrie, pour précepteur de son fils Mohamed Said
qui, devenu khédive, confiera & son ancien professeur 3
construction du canal de Suez,

La reconnaissance du pacha pour lappui frangais & la
construction de FEtat modeme en Eqypte s'exprimera en
particulier par Fenvol de cadeaux gui confribueront 3
populariser son image en France, en pariculier le
fameux chélisque de Lowgsor sous Louvis-Philippe. |
offrira également une girafe au roi Charles X, cadeau gui
marquera la société francaize . aprés son arrives 4
Fariz, une « mode giafe » se développera dans
lameublement et pour les vBtements

Taujours dans l2 domaing artisfique, la statue &questre
de Mohamed Ali sur la place Tahrir & Alexandnie est
Fceuwra d'un sculpteur frangais, On peut dontc évoquer
un patrimoing partagé,

Ces honnes relations sont 2 la hase du développemsant
de I'égyptomanie en France, qui dure jusqu'a nos jours
et explique Fatirait des touristes francais pour I'Egypte
A-torigine de la francophanie en Egypte, catte histoire
féconde reste cependant méconnus, dans ce pays
comme 2n France

Le présent

La culture francaise d'avjourd’hui est ['expression d'une
gocieté qui a accueilli au fil des ans de nombreux
appors extérieurs, en particulier des pays du Maghrab,
Depuis plusizurs années, limmigration en provenance
de ces pays est devenue marginale. Par contre, les
enfantz des immigrés, nés en France donc francais, amt
crés une culture franco-arabe onginale,

I exizste actuelement de nombreux intellectuels et
ariates franco-arabes dans tous les domaines, gui sont
les meilleurs garants de la poursuite de bonnes relations
entre la France et le monde arabe. On ne comple plus
les groupes ou chameurs qui chantent indifféremment
en frangais ou en arabe. Fait marguant, tous les jeunes
Frangais &coutent la musigue de cas groupes, beaucoup
Fapprécient &1 commencent ensuite i Scouter d'autres
arisles, purement arabes cette fois. Cast une dvolution
marquante, car il y a une vingtaine d'années, la musique
arabe &tait rés marginale en France,

Un autre exemple, 'apprentissage de la langue arabe
qui tend & se banaliser. I &tait exceplionnel jusgu'il v a
ped guiun Frangais sans lien familial dans le monde
arabe se mette & apprendre 'arabe, langue principake

ment confinde aux Onentalistes. On commengait en
général I'arabe & Funiversité el seuls quelques rares
lycées enseignaient cette langue. A présent, 'arabe est
enseignd dans de nombreuses écoles et be Départemeant
d'études arabes du Caire, qui dépend de FAmbassade
de France, recoit de nombreuses candidalures,

Autre illustration des nouveaux lens entre la Francs et
le monde arabe : les refraités de ka partie nord de la
France s'élablizzaient traditionnellement sur ka cite
d’Azur pour profiter du soleil pendant leur vieillesse
Beaucoup d'entre eux vont, désormais, en Tunisie. Les
prix, bign inférieurs, sont la principale raison de cette
evolution, mais le fat que beaucoup de Frangais
souvent simples et craintifs - comme nombre de
personnes Spées - choisissent un pays arabe pour v
passer kurs vieux jours est une preuve de ka confiance
acquise par kes Arabes et les Musulmans au sein du
peuple francais, bien loin des peurs qu'on peut trouver
gilleurs, Cette canfiance est 'un des facteurs poussant
de mombreux Frangais & acheter des résidences
secondairas 4 Mamrakech depuis quelguas anndes,

Le diglogue des cullures & Alexandrie

« Alexandrie est notre lieu de naissance », ecrivait le
grand auteur frangals Michel Foucault, Lawrence
Durrel faisait, quant a lui, d'Alexandrie la « capitale de
la mémeoire », Alexandrie esl nolre mémaoire @ en
Occident, en France surtout, I'affaire est entendue,
Les Framcais viennent icl v retrouver lewrs racines,
méme sl elles sont quelque peu mythigues, En
connaigsant mieux leur passé ghoreusx et multi-culturel,
les Alexandring pourront, &'lls le veulent, acocompagner
leurs wvisiteurs dans cette démarche de dialogue,
fiddles an cela & la grande tradition d'ouveriure ot
d'accuweil du monde arabe,

Telle est la philosophie de 'action du Centre culturel
frangais dAlexandrie, afin de poursuivre icl méme o
dialogue eurg-méditerranden, seul moyen de combat
tre Pignorance, kes préjugés o Fobscurantisme,

Conclusion

Ce n'élalent que gquelgues exemples concrets des
liens humaing qui lient la France d'hier et d'aujourd’hui
au monde arabe el qui expliquent le caractére
particulier de nos relations,

Les peuples des deux rives de kb Méditerranda sont
liés par histoire, ka culture ef le destin. Dans cette
régkomn, rien n'est plus faux gue ke concept de choo des
civilisations, car nous parageocns une méme civilisa-
tion, un patrimaine commun. Cela n'‘empéche pas les
conflits, blen =0r, mais personne nirait conclure des
conflits ayant @alonné Mhistoire de 'Europe qu'il existe
un choc des civilisations entre & France @1 I'Allemag e
ou FAangleterre, par exemple | Lhistoire des relations
franco-arabes au cours des quarante  demiéres
annies montre que dans Fensemble euro-miédiier-
ranéen aussi, ke dalogue des cultures peut empécher
la résurgence des confitzeLe pafenarat franco-
égyptien, soutenu par une entente profonde entre les
deux peuples, montre bien gue ces conflits n'opposant
pas les Arabes a I'Occident en général. Il nous faut
travailler ensemble pour gue ce partenanal s'élende a
tous les peuphes de la region.
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The Anna Lindh Foundation

for the Dialogue Between Cultures

The decizion io. create ca. Edio-Meditetranean
Foundation'fortha Dialogue between Cultures was
taken atTthie Smeeting ofy Fomign SMipisters -in
Valencia. Two vears later, the s membar states. of
thia Eurcpean  Union and thair ten Meditarranean
pariners agreed.in ‘Dublin” and. the ‘Hague on its
establishment.

In October 2003, when he was president of the
Europaean ‘Commission, Dr Romand-Prodl visited
the Biblotheca Alexandring to! inaugurate the

MEDA Tempus conferance, and announced the
intention to establish.the Foundation

Arab Metwork Coordinatons Mesting

The governments of Egypt and Sweden made an
offer to host it in tandem In Alexandna. This was a
visionary move which signaled a rue coopearalon
batwaean north and south

It iz the first common Euro-Mediterransan institu-
on to be sel up N a country south of the
that
Process s really being pul into effect and that

Mediterransan, evidence the Barcalona
partners from the Arab world, or from the southern
shoras of the Madilarranean, are actively participat-

ing in the procass.

H E Farouk Hoany, O Traugolt Schaeflalen De lamal Saerageldin Di. Jaih Hennihgeaon

Choosing Alexandria, historically a city of cultural
interaction, and the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, one of
who=a main missions i to promote dialogue and
undersitanding between peoples and culiures., s no
coincidence. Both the city and the Biblictheca
Alexandrina are dedicated to promoting the values
of tolarance and pluralism.

Each of the 35 countries identified appropriate
institutions and organzations that are working at a
national level to dewslop a dialogue bebwean
cultures and civilizations within the framework of
Euro-Mediterranean societies and selected the
institution or organizaticn that should play the mole
of head of the national neteork.

Alex Med has bean designated as the national
coordinator and has dantiied the NGOs and clvil

50
will a5 the link betwsan the aivil society and
the Anna Lindh Foundation and will promote Eure
Mediteranaan ﬁrn]:—‘.-::rs 1o further soft peace and
cullural iﬂera'm among pariner counines

anizations that if will be coordinating. It

Anna Lindh, 8% Swedish
Fareign Minlstor

The Foundation was inaugurated on 20
April 2005 at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
Owver a period of three days, mora than 80
mambers of civil society organizations
ware brought logether from all 35 partnar
countries, which ara part of the naticnal
natworks currently evoling all over he
reglon. Another 70 representatives of the
35 governments held intansive discus-
sions on the programs and proceduras of
the Foundation in saparate maatings.,

In the evening of 20 Aprll the Foundatian

slaged an open air lestival of Euro-
Mediterranean Word Music at Qaif Bey
Fort. Musicians from all over the region
gave a concert, free of charge, to tha
vouth of Alexandria. Uniting youth through
music is ong of the means of cullural
dialogue the Foundation s seeking fo

ENGoUrzge.

Vigil the Foundation website

www.euromedalex_org

aler. med(QDbibater. org
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The Easterr

By Yassar Aref

In December 2004, the historic Easterm Harbor
came under serous threal. Massive concrele
blocks were placed along some parts of the
waterfront under the pretext of safequarding and
protecting the retaining walls of the Comiche
against waves and sea currents. Intellectuals and
NGOs concemed about the city, led by The
Alexandria and Mediterranean Ressearch Centar,
ormanized a campaign against this destruction.
Appeals wera sant (o the Governor of Alaxandria,
the Minister of Culture, the Director of the Supreme
Council of Antiquities, and international organiza-
tions to stop placing these concrete blocks and to
remove what had been already placed. A press
campaign was also organized in national and local

Newspapers.

The culmination of this campaign was a seminar
held at the Bibliotheca Alexandrina on 14 February
2005, 1o which the public and various stakeholders
wana invited. Thosa included representatives of tha
Governorate of Alexandria, the Alexandria Local
Council, the confractor of the project, Tha Friends
of the Enmvironment Society, the Agency for
Environmental Protection and the Agency for the
Protection of Shores and Coasls.

The seminar was conducted by Dr Fathi Abou
Ayana, professor of Geography, DOr Mosiafa el
Abbadi, professor of Archeology, and Dr Mohamead
Awad, Director of the Alexandria and Mediterra-
nean Research Center. A number of presantations
was made by specialists in the fields of urban and
city planning, archeology, geclogical ocsanogra-
phy, and coaslal engineering. An open discussion
was hald and several Alexandrians condemnad this
aggrassion. The press also coverad this important
evanl, and the recommendations of the saminar
wang sont to the Governor of Alexandria and the
Minister of Culture,

The local authorities and govemnor responded to the plea of the civil society and stopped the aggression,
but the concrete blocks still remain and it seems that the Eastern Harbor will always be under threat.
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Reburial for |

Nelson’s Comrades

By Edward Cooper

Tha cemeaterias in Chatby provide a resting place for thousands, many of tham
former Commonwealth cilizens, On a spring day in April this year they were
joined by the bodies of thirty British soldiers, sailors and their families, some 200
yvears after they died.

Found by ltalian archaealogist Paclo Galle on Melson's lsland in Abu-Cir, 15
miles 1o the easl of Alexandria, the graves balonged o those involvad, in oneg
way or another, in Admiral Lord Melson's campaign in the Nile, It seems that only
one of the thity was killed in action, but all of the bodies were quickly buried and
their graves were threatened by water erosion.

Witnessing their reburial, with full military honors at the Military and War
Memorial Cemetary, were members of the Egyptian armed forces, the crew of
HM3E Chatham, VIPs and members of the Alexandrian community.

Archeclogists have formally identified only one of the bodies, that belonging to
Master and Commander Jamas Russell. While it might seam strange that some
of the remains belong to British women and children, it was in fact common on
long voyages for crew members to take their wives, who often gave hirth
thousands of miles from home.

Tha Brish sailors, women and children
uncowerad near Abu OF were part of
Ackniral Lord Malzars Mile camgaign

The Chatby
Necropolis

By Keith Miller

The Chatby Necropolis is the oldest archeological site in Alexandria.
Cating from the third century BCE, soon after the city was founded, it
comprises several tombs, including one large one. The small site is
cloge o the sea, within view of the Chatby Casino that juts over the
Waves.

The ancient burial site lies just outside the bounds of the ancient city,
in a little dell sparkling with wild-flowers. The dell is fringed by various
sculptures and fragments of stone dating from all eras, including
several plagues of very recent origin. There is one lovely, headless
saulpture, but most of the scraps are of litlle interest. However, the
tombs themselves, or what remaing of them, are fascinating. They
were built in the form of miniature houses, probably modelled after
civic buildings, with an entrance formead of tiny Doric and lonic half-
columns, a comidor, courl, and oullying rooms. Ong has Lhe
impression of pesring into miniature Greek temples, on the sides of
which decorations may still be made out. Several surface tombs were
also found: pits for funerary urns over which monuments resembling
slap pyramids ware raised.
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In the millznnia since the tombs were buill, the sea has encroached
upon the city, A recent sonar survey of the coastal area showed large
underwater stone formations that were clearly human-made, and a
two-meter pit under the pillars of the Casino furned up ancient
artefactz. The subzuming of ancient Alexandria under the sea, and tha
rasulting rise in the watar table, has had dire conseguences for the
necropalis. Though the aged women who take tickets protest that the
site is undamaged by seawater, a cursory glance round the tombs
shows otherwise. Murky water lies several centimeters deep around
the pillars, and crystalized salt has formed a rind arcund their bazes.
The carious caves within which the tombs are situated crumble to the
touch, A comparison of the tombs as they now stand with photographs
from soon after their discovery shows that some pillars and walls have
eroded as much as half a meter. The site is badly neglected, and some
tombsz have been inadequately restored with cement.

Unless swift action is taken, the Chatby Necropols will seon be little
more than a pile of seawater-soaked rubble. Visitors are advised fo
make a pilgrimage quickly, to catch a last glimpse of the original
Alexandria before it crumbles into the sand.
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A TRIBUTE TO THEg{jwh :&E}
Loukomades

By Mona Daoud and Edward Cooper

Amongst the things that Mediterranean peoples quarrel over
are the orgins of Loukoumades — a pastry similar o the
doughnut, It's generally accepted that they are the rightful
property of the Greeks, though they have evolved info a
traditicnal Egyptian sweel found readily on the streets of
Alexandria, One paricularly fine Loukoumades outlet was
‘Tournazaki', a shop that could be found in Rue de Foste,
downtown Alex,

Long before that, the Jewish community decided fo adopt
Loukoumades as their own and called them Sufganiyot,
which is a jelly doughnut rolled in sugar. It is said that the
honey syrup used on the Loukoumades of today is of Turkish
origin; therefore the sweest is a molding of East and West
cuisine, This is where the Egyptians take over, gracefully
transforming Loukoumades into the famous Lokmet el Kady,
which can be eaten with powdered sugar, or sugar and honey
syrup. A modem Greek preference is to eat them with mastik
ice-cream, or with cinnamon.

Many shops in Alex have a side stand where a man stands
in front of a pot of cil and amazes bystanders with his quick
hand movements as he cuits the dough with a spoon making
perfect spheres. This is expert work, 50 don't expect perfect
results if wou decide to make Loukoumades for yourself.
Regardless of the shape. they make a melt-in-the-mouth,
delicious snack.

: w D A-ﬁi)
F
L B Heat il in a desp pot, pull up your sleaves, take a small teaspoon and begin tossing

the dough with the spoon into the hot oil. Improvise until you get the size of the
Loukoumades you want. Remowve from the oil when it turns golden.

. You could then traditionally add syrup, powder sugar, honey, ica-cream, or mora
\( axotically cinnamon,
The Syrup:

Fill a cup of watar and put it in a deep saucer. Add two cups of sugar and a teaspoon
of lemaen juice. Boil all together for ten minutes. Remaove from heat and add one flat
teaspoon of vanilla; do this before you start making the dough because the syrup has
to b2 cold when you serve it with the Loukoumades.
Make your own:

-1 1/2 cups luke warm water
- 1 big teaspoon dry yeast

- 2 cups flour

- A dash of salt

How to mix it all up:

In a large bowl, throw the yeast into the water which has to be
lukewarm, until it gets all soft and bubbly. Then throw in the
flour and the salt and mix everything with a wooden spoon
until the dough is guite soft and sticky, Cover the bow! with a
clean towel and keaep somewhere warm for an hour
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If you would like to send a letter to the Editor or to contribute to the newsletter (either an article
in Arabic, English or French, or a poam) please send it to:
The Alexandria & Mediterranean Research Center, Bibliotheca Alexandrina
Chatby 21526, Alexandria, Egypl.
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alex.med@bibalex.org
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