The Mustapha Kamel necropolis
during the excavation and first
restoration of the site in the
1920s.
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The Mustapha Kamel necropolis
consfitutes one of the most
remarkable examples of Hellenistic
funerary  architecture in  the
Mediterranean. It was discovered
and excavated in 1933 by
Achile Adranl. Director of the
Graeco-Roman Museum of
Alexandria. Adriani found six fomis
of which only four are preserved
today. However, none cf them were
found intacl. Adriani also executed
a series of reconstructions which
transformed the site into its curent
state, The Mustapha Kamel
necropolis is a burial complex with a
coherent organization that appears
to have been planned from its
inception. The tombs are all of similar
scale and consfruction. The fombs
date fram the 37 to the 1" centuries
BCE but seem to have remained in
use during the Roman pericd also.
Each one is unique compared to dll
other Hellenistic funerary




TOMB |

Tomb | consists of an access stainway
leading from the west side to a
rectangular court surrounded by
engaged Doric semi-columns. Ten
rooms, distibuted on the north, east,
and south side, communicate
directly with the court. The tomb is
also provided with water facilifies,
such as basins and wells. Morecver,
the altar in the middle of the court is
related to the wvarious funerary and
post-funerary rites which used to take
place, indicating a continuous
relationship between the worlds of
the living and the dead,

On the south facade of the court are
three elaborate composite
doorways, with both Greek and
Egyptianizing elements, set within the
intercolumniations. Six freesfonding
bases camying sphinkes flank the
three doorways. Above each
doorway, there is a rectangular
opening. which might have originally
been covered with a pdginted slab
like in the case of the central one.
The painting on the slab above the
central doorway represents three
hosemen pouring libafions, with the
central rider lanked by two women.

Behind the central doorway of the
south fagade, in the center of the
burial chamber, there are the
remnants of a rock-cut kline
sarcophagus, while the rest of the
burials were placed in the namrow
holes, or loculi, cut into the rock in the
two lateral walls of the chamber.

TOME I

A covered rock-cut staircase leads to
an underground rectangular court
with an altarin its center and rooms on
its north, west, and south sides. In the
southwest corner. there is a doorway
flanked by two Deric semi-columns
leading to a bural chamber with a
rock-cut kline sarcophagus. Two free
standing Doric columns in antis lead fo
the antercom. and then another two
Doric columns in antis lead to the main
burial chamber, In the center of the
chamber, there s a rock-cut kline
sarcophagus in front of which is an
offering table. In the lateral walls,
there are loculi galleries carved at a
later stage. On the north side, there is
another rcom the exact use of which
still remains unclear. There are also
water facilifies for the various funerary
rites.

TOMB Ili
Rock-cut stoirs lead to an open,

almost square court which,

compared to the other tombs of the
Mustapha Komel complex. 5 cut
much more shallowly into the rock. A
garden very probably cccupied the
majority of the court, and there must
have been an altarin the center.

To the south, there is a sitting area of
apsidal shape. the walls of which are
painted to look like red granite and
colored marble. On the north side iz a
raised platform at the back of which
is o facade with three doorways,
Each side of the facade bears in its
corner an extra false doorway of the
same style. The Doric semi-columns
between the doorways bear an
entablature  with  tiglyphs and
metopes. Behind this facade is an
anterocom with a large altar in the
center, ond behind it. a small
funerary chamber with a remarkably
preserved kline sarcophagus.

Wi ¥ 1 o S o

TOME IV

Behind the burial chamber of Tomb
lll, one can see the ruins of Tomb |V,
including some traits of the stairs and
of its rectangular court. The tomb
had probably a true peristyle court
with fwo Doric columns on each side
forming a triple opening
arangement. leading to locull
galleries. A square altar was located
to the center of the court and
another much smaller circular one to
the north side.



